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PREIACI

"The Germans combine in the most deadly manner the
qualities of the warrior and the slave. They do not val.ue
freedom themselves, and the spectacle of it in others is
hateful to them. Whenever they become strong, they saeek
their prey, and they will follow with an iron discipline
anyone who will lead them to it!"

S0 stated Sir Winston Churchill in the House of
Commons on December 11, 1941. Is his appraisal of yestar-
day s%till true of the Germans today? Or have they lust
those character traits?

And what about the Middle Ages? Or cven the Roman
times? Were the Germans even at that ecarly stage likewis:
the "deadly warriors" they so tragically portrayved duriug
this century?

Have the Germans changed during the last two
thousand years? Is their mentality now Western and
democratically orientated? Or do they céntinue L0 possaess
éhe qualities which have always made it ecasy for dictaturs
to lead them to new and deadly glories?

"The German character has remainced unchanged

.

through the ages!™ states Ernest Hambloch in Geormany

PSS A

Rampant, p.ll.

To show conclusively that the German character has



remained

thesis,

unchanged through the ages is the purpose of tihxs
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CHAPTER I

THE GERMAN CHARACTER

During the course of her history, Germany has dous=
her share é? contributing to the progress of mankind.
Whether in the field of inventions, in the arts and
literature, in education and culture, and other related
fields of endeavour, the Germen people have proven them-
selves to be a gifted, literate and often-admired people.

"The Germans,"” states a mid-20th century report
about them, "from ancient times up to the modern era, have
always possessed tremendous capacities for good as well as
efil. Their courage, industriousnzss, orderliness and
regard for family life have been excepticnal. Xn their
poets, philosophers, musicians and artists, they have
produced men of brilliant attainments, and they have

produced ordinary citizens who, if left to get on with the

.8

business of living, are as sober, honest and dependable

any in the world." (GERMANY, The Sunday Times World

Library, p.4, London 1962.)

A thousand and one pages could be written, showin:
the benefits German inventiveness and industriousness nave
bestowed on'mankind. In the field of medicine, researcn,

engineering, technology and many other related fields, ihe

German people have made vast contributions.
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This is to their praise-~to their glory. This is
something Germans can take pride in,

But there is another side to the story--a darh nn
tragic one. That also is part of Germanyt's contridbution
to the world. History is not deplete with these dark
chapters in her history. The latest chapter, a few
decades ago, was perhaps the darkest.

And so, many will ask how it was possible for such

an intelligent and talented people like the Germans nwo

have wrought so much havoc and destruction upon Eurep:, -

we have so tragically witnessed this century.

Was it a mere accident, never again to be repeaitau
Or was the Germany of Hitlerts day true to her past, Al
if so, should we expect another tragedy to befall th:»
Western world at the hand of Germany?

In checking into the history of Germany from Raom.un
times till the present, we see how plain the evideace i3
that as far as World War II is concerned, Hitler was nc
accident. Rather, he was somecone who truly represenia
the desires and symbolized the ambitions of the avernge

German.

We will also see later, thav Hitler undersio«id the

Germans well--their weakneésses and theix points of

strength. And he used both the negative and positive

a
{

points of their character to his deadly advantage. 5S¢ it



people.
We aim to trace the beginnings of German history

from the time of the Romans, through the Middle Ages, and

finally down to present times. Much stress will be laid

on contemporary accounts relating the character of thesc

talented people.

There will be no room for remantic sentimentalit:y.
No space for prejudicial and biased assessments. No necd
to perpetuate on one hand or necessarily destroy precon-
ceived ideas and cherished beliefs.

The best and most objective way of attaining thea
trath éf the matter--of giving amn accurate portrayal ol
the German character-~-is by reading what contemporary
writers have recorded about the ermans during the las:
2000 vears. It is the only way »f attaining a true ani
accurate assessment of the topic at hand.

We will--in the following chapter--see what the
*Romans, who, probably more than any other people, camne
into constant contact with the Germans, said about the
Germans. We will find that their character portrayal ol
them is identical with that of contemporary wxiters
throughout the Middle Ages. Subsequently, we will also
see that the German character of the Middle Ages is

typical of what Germans are like today.

t
}

should be of interest what this man had to say about these
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These contemporary recorde--spread over a period
2000 years--show that essentially the character of Lhe

Germans has not changed. The positive traits cf yester-

year are still with them today. But so are the negative

traits-~-those character weaknesses which have lad these

people down the path of destructive adventures.

af
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i CHAPTEK II

ROMAN DESCRIPTION OF THE GERMAN CHARACTER

The Roman who gave us a substantial portrayal of

j34
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the early Germans is the first century historian, Tac:itus.

& In his book, Germania, he contrasts the Germans with the
B . ARRUL I E L]

§ Romans and other neighbouring nations,

N The Germans impressed Tacitus, He saw many

/A :

§

£ : : 3

i virtues. Despite the fact that the Romans tended to

i prejudicially label them barbarians, this Roman writer

speaks highly of them.

He likes their sanctity of family life, thelixr

T e
R T A A LT Ao e

. rejection of a plurality of wives, their hospitality to

Y

|
1

B s S ST

strangers, their just laws, and their chaste conduct--

something that could not be said of the Romans of that

4

|

time. The Germans had what the Romans lacked -~ a pure

e

RALELES

morality.’ "They are almost the only barbarians who an:
content with a wife apiece," Tacitus states (Germania,
P.289, Loeb. ed.).

Tacitus?® complimentary description‘of these pesonlo
is essentially justified. Romans could learn from the
Germans and of course the other way around, this Roman
historian felt. Germany remained both a coﬁstant chato-
lenge and a constant threat to Rome! "The German psople

in the time of Tacitus was already a force to be reckoned
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with in Europe," states H, Mattingly in his Tacitus on

Britain and Germany, p.27, (1967 ed.). And as we know, she

has never ceésed being a force to te reckoned with down o
our times,

Tacitus menvioned several aspects of the CGermans!?
character. And when we compare it with the Germans of the
Middle Ages and of the 20th century, we will see little
character differences,.

Notice some examples. Germans have a reputation of
being very hosbitable. This becomes obvious to anyone
traveiling through their country. But then théy have
always been hospitable to strangers. Note Tacitus'!s des-
cription. "No race indulges more lavishly in hospitality
and entertainment: to close the door against any human
being is a crime, , ., . Stranger or acquaintance, no one
distinguished them where the right of hospitality is cor-
cerned." (Tacitus, Germania, Section 21, p.295, Loeb od.)

A century before, Julius Caesairr mentioned this same
virtue. ''To wrong a guest is impious in their eyes. Thew
sh%eld from injury all who come to thelr houses for any
purpose whateveir, and tréat their persons as sacred;
guests are welcomed to every mants home and table."

(Julius Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul, Ch.l, Section 2.)

S50 we begin to see that in the chaxracter trait of

hospitality, Germans haven?!t changed.
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Now take another example. A less commencable one--
drinking. That Germans leove to drink is no secret. Hut
80 it has always been. During the Thirty Years War in the
17th century, the French said about the Germans? thirst,
"Oxen stop drinking when they are no longer thirsty, Ger-

mans only begin.” (See C.V., Wedgwood, The Thirty Years

War, p.b5.)

This report might have been exaggerated sounewhat;
nevertheless, it shows the Germans'! immense consumption ol
alcoholic beverages at that time. As an interesting side-
line, it must be mentioned that the Landgrave of iHesse ar
this time founded a Temperance society. Unfortunately it
was short-lived; its first president died of drin«.

Tacitus, referring to the Germans, records for us,
"To outdrink the day and night is a reproach to no one.”
(Tacitus, Germania, Section 22.)

It becomes plain that inherent characteriétics of &
people do not change over the centuries., They might be

L}

modified, periodically restricted, hut essentially they

remailn unchanged.,

What Germans Excelied 1In

If there was an overriding German character trait
that struck the Romans especially, it was the cruwl,

aggressive, warlike nature of theirs. About this trait

the Romans wrote considerably.
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We must keep in mind that the Romans, who are our

first contemporary observers of the Germans, were themw
selves militaristically inclined, They were trained in
the axrt of war-making and could never describe them as
benevolent, peace-~loving and tenderhearted people. We
must remember that Rome, during the time of the eaxrly
-Caesars, set out to conquer the known world -- and sucw-
cméded with but a few doubtful exceptions.

For the Romans, themselves no doves, i{o describe

lie Germans warlike, shows that they excelled the Romans,

thhe Gauls, the Celts and all other surrounding nations in
‘war-making.

Some scholars will claim in adwmitting that the Gei-
mans? desire for war, that all nations of old were war-
like. That is correct. All mations have warred--but not

all nations have warred to the same xtent as have the

Germans. The Germans, through the ages, excelled all

others in aggressive war-making.,



CHAPTER 11X
HISTORY OF GERMAN WARFARE

"The ancient Teutonic nations breathed nothizyr bl

war, which waé at once with them the source of honouxr,
riches, and safety. Thedr education, laws, prejudices,
morality and religion all concurred to make that their
ruling passion and only object!" states French historian

M. Mallet, Northern Antiquities, p. 136.

How accurate is that description? We shall sece
shortly. Next note another historiant!s description of tre
ancient German passioﬁ for war., "The fact that they we:urs
all warriors was the only thing that remained common to

the Teutonic tribes. Their heavens weres battle-fields,

their gods warrior-heroes, their popular assemblies arm

-

reviews, Political rule found expression solely in war

command." (Emil Ludwig, The Germans, p. 17.)

Henrich Heine, 19th century German writer, in ni-
4

History of Religion and Philosophy in Germany, refers to

oot

"that ancient German eagerness for battle which combats
not for the¢ sake of destroying, not even for the sake of
victory, but merely for the sake of combat itspjf.”

Notice now some contemporary reports given to us by
Tacitus., In describing the warlike nature of the German

tribes, this Roman historian laments the fact that in nhis
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day already two hundred and ten years of fighting had
— transpired and Rome had not yet succeeded in the conquest
of Germany. fhe Germans, séys Tacitus, have inflicted
more damage on Romne thaﬂ any other people during that
period, |
The most warlike of German tribes Rome had to cor-
- tend with were the Chatti (Hessians). "The Chatti were
among the most fierce and most invincible. « . » Their

— L
audacity in war and indifference to death . . . were comn-

spicuous among the nations that had these qualities in

common." (John Ridpath, With the World's People, V.6,

- p. 680.)
| About the Chatti, Tacitus states that it has become
4 custom "to let the hair and beard grow when a youth has
attained manhood, and to put off that facial garb which is

cdtue and dedicate to manliness only after an enemy has been

- slain: standing above the sanguinary spoil, they dis-
mantle their faces again, and advertise that then and not
before have they paid the price of their birthpangs, and
are worthy of their kin and country. Cowards and‘we;k-
lings remain unkempit. The bravest also wear a ring of
iron . . ., in token of chains, until each man frees him-
self by the slaughter of an enemy . . " (Tacitus,
Germania, Section 32, p. 309, Loeb ed.).

This German tribe led the other tribes in warring

like no other people., Their warlike conduct exceeded that

s sskikabb SRR
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of any other nation.

In their constant battles, their women took a
direct part. They waquld usually incite the men to war,
IfAthe'men failed, then the women would do the literal
fighting. fhe'entire German society, in those early days,
was geared for war.

It was something the Romans and other nations sure-
rounding these German tribes dreaded. The Romans c;inad
the word "Furor Teutonicus;" and had good reasons for so
<oing. It happened often, whenever German warriors were
charging, that they weculd collectively chant in a shouting
manner a war song to terrify their enemies. They would
also, Tacitus tells us, charge the enemy with lightning-
like speed, something that we in the 20th century know as
Elitzkrieg.

It is further written of theh that they hated
agriculvural pursuits, lest they would become "domes~
ticated"” and so¢ losce the art of war-making.

It is interesting to note that the common German

word for to get or to acquire--"Kriegen'"--is synonymous

with warring. Also, the German word "Leute," meaning
nzople, originates {rom the Latin, "Laeti," and means

"npeople of war" (See Ozanam's Les Germains avant le Chris-

tianisme, p. 346).

B S Y 1
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i The Middle Ages

We have seen,that'the descriptions of Julius Caesar
i and Tacitus--comprising a time element oi about one hun-
dred and fifty years--show that the early Germans were

4 ‘ extremély warlike; Next we will cover the Middle Ages to
- : : observe whether this negative character trait of the Ger-
mans has been erased or at least modified,

Anouher German tribe which had a propensity for war
were the Franks. They appear in central Germany under
that name from the third to the f{fifth centuries, settling

’

in an area surrounding today!s Frankfurt.

"The Franks were a particularly warlike people,"”

states Frederick Hertz in The Development of the German

Public Mind, p.23. Note his choice of words. Obviously,

during the early Middle Ages, many nations warred--but no
Western nation had this propensity to the same degree as
the German tribes. The aggressive war-making of the Ger-
man Franks was conspicuous to other warring peoples.
_ So we see that, after the passing of sevexal cen-
Turies, the Germans--now embodied in the Franks-~still
retained this destructive trait.

One point not to overlook in this regard is that
many Germans were acting as mercenary soldiers in the
Roman army; and as far as fighting goes, the Romans were

i pleased with these "employees."

TER seaad BT
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.Referring to the German merccnaries, "Young nobles
were educated ;n_the capital of the empire and trained in
the army . « + which thousands of Germans Jjoined, Qatis-

fying in that way their thirst for war and glory as well

as their desire for monetary gains. Thus Rome itself
trained the officers and military leaders of its sub-

sequent foes and final destroyers . o " (ThesHistorians'

Historvy of the World, Ed. by Williams, v. vi, p. 619).
"For centuries," continues this source, "the Roman army

had consisted for the most part of foreigners, chiefly

Germans" (Ibid., p. 622),

So great was the influx of Germans into the Roman
army that "a great number of Germans were in both armies
fighting for and against each other." (EElQH'P" 620.)

Even as early as the time of Julius Caesar, Germans
were assisting in the Roman army. Caesar, seeing their
ability in the military sphere, used many Germans in
creating the elite of the Roman military. "One finds them

in all the outposts of Africa, Phoenicia, Arabia and as

far as the Persian border." (Les Germains avant le Chris-

tianisme, A.F. Ozanam, p. 349.)

Several centuries later, Charlemagne appears on the
scene. No one will deny that this German {Frankish) king
did a lot of good in the field of education, etc. On the
cther hand, he would never have won the FPeace Prize.

Added by his religious zeal, Charlemagne set out to

R TRl M
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ruthlessiy attack and enforce Christianity on the unwilw

ling taxons. Contemporary reports exist telling us that

he slaughtered thousands of innocent victims, All this

for the greater glorification of an enlarged empire.

In the tenth century, it was Opto the First who
expanded his empire into the areas of the Slavs in
Fastern Europe. The heathen Slavs were treated in a wery
ruthless manner and considered as less than human.

As we ente1r the 13th century, we see again from
contemporary records that the warlike character trait was
51111 an intrinsic pant of the Gexrmans.

Notice what the Chroniclexr Burkard, Prior of

Ursberg, said at the beginning of the 13th century. "The

Germans are %escribed by him as warlike and invincible in
battle, loyal to their princes unto death and trusting
only men of their owa tribe." (Frederick Hertz, The

Development of the Garman Public Mind, p. 136.)

The learnec Eaglish Minorite Bartholemew, who came
to Magdeburg in 1230, noticed that "Germany appeared to

him as a populous country, rich in towns and mines, and

the people tall, fair, fierce and warlike" (Ibid., p. 136).
According to this English man, the Germans--despite
their contemporary wealth--still retained this destructive

trait. This factor contributes little to the argumgnt

that Germany would not be warlike or aggressive if they
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were to constantlv experience a condition of prosperity.
Contrasting the traits of the French with those of
the Gérmans, Alexander of Roes, a canon of a church in
Cologne in the 13th century, mentions that while the
French lay more stress on the finer things in 1ife; the

Germans "like serious things, such as fighting and

2
- war e . ."(Ibiq., p. 153). Continues Alexander, "the

French have recently assumed traits otherwise characteris-

ti

lo

of the German:s, namely a warlike, hard and rapacious

mind . . . (Ibid., p. 155).

So we see that during the Middle Ages this dan-
gerous character trait in question was still typical of
Germans.

Antonio de Beatis, an Italian who travelled in
1517-1518 through Germany, says of German men, "All of -
them wear arms from boyhood, every town and village has a
place where the people on holiday practice shooiing with
cross-bows and guns, and the use of pilkes and every other
sortv of arms." (Ibid., p. 356.)

In the year 1527, General Georg von Frundsburg with

his German mercenaries sacked Rome,. "The most awful out-

rages were perpetrated. Prelates were tortured after

being paraded through the streets of the eternal city,
dressed in their sacred pontificals and mounted on

donkeys. « « » For nine months the orgy continued, the

e B B R e
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inhabitants being tortured . . . in their effort to find

hidden treasure" (Face to Face with Kaiserism, James W,

Gerhard, p. 106).

Dr. Martin Luther, encouraging the princes in Gerw
many to quell‘the peasant rebellion, shouted, "Kill them
all. If there are any innocent among them, God will see

50 Ate o . W A prince can win to Heaven by spilling

blood." (Ernest Hambloch, Germany Rampant, p. 52).

In the 17th century, during the Thirty Years War,
Frederick of the Palatinate advised Prince Bethlen in a
letter "Not to let the war die down, but entirely to
devastate Austria, Styria, and Carinthia, annihilate

Moravia, and ruin and burn to ashes Silesia and the neigh-

bourhood." (Frederick Hertz, The Development of the Ger«

man Public Mind, p. 502.) ’

The belief in the principle of war was firmly
instilled in the mind of Frederick the Great in the 18th
century. Says he, "He is a fool, and that nation is a
fool, who having the power to strike his enemy unawares,

does not strike and strike his deadliest." (Robert Vane

sittart, Black Record, p. 29). "Frederick the Great is

rightly looked upon as the founder of modern German
militarism, not merely as a state policy, but as a worship

of destruction for its own sake." (Germans® National Vice,

Samuel Igra, p. 19.)

| b

e
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Modern Times

Referring to the war campaigns of Frederick the
Gr'eat in the 18th cehtury, Heinrich von Treitschke,
Professor of the University of Berlin in 1874, states vhat
these campaigns "have impréssed their own ;tamp forever

upon the warlike spirit of the Prussian people and the

Prussian army; even today the Noxth German, when way is
discussed, inveluntarily adopts the expressions of those

heroic days." (Heinrich von Treitschke, German History

in the Nineteenth Century; English translation, New York,

1915-19, 72-37.)

Otto von Bismarck was called the Iron Chancellor;
and there were reasons for this appellation. This leader
of Prussia coined the phrase, "Might makes'Rightl" Any
study of his policies during the last century will show
how much of this German quality of war-making was part of
his character.

After only three years in office, he crushed Den-
mark, Two years later, Austria followed. France was
next. "All problems must be solved by blood and iron!"
was his firm belief. "It is the destiny of the weak to
be devoured by the strong," Bismarck said. (See "The
Sunday Times World Library," GERMANY, p. 38, London,
1962, )

At the turn of the last century, when Germany had
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3 a foothold in Asia, Kaiser Wilhelm was highly enthusias=
— tic of establishing a German Empire in China.

Thousands of German Christians will breathe again
L when they see the ships of the German Navy in their
' vicinity, hundreds of German merchants will shout
for joy in the knowledge that the German Empire has
at long last set foot firmly in Asia, hundreds of
thousands of Chinese will shiver if.they feel the
iron fist of the German Empire lying firmly on
their neck, and the entire German people will
rejoice at the firm action which their government
has taken. I am dekermined-fo-sHoW vrnce and for
all that the German Emperor is a bad person with
whom to take liberties or have as an enemy.
(Michael Ealfour, The Kaiser and His Times, pp.
209-210.)

Continues the Kaiser, -
— The tasks which the newly established German
Empire has to undertake overseas ars Onerous,
more onerous than my countrymen have expected.. .
Show yvourselves Christians, happily enduring in
the face of the heathen. May honour and fame
attend your colours and arms! Give the world an
example of wvirility and discipline. You are well
aware that yocu have to face a brave, well-armed
and savage foe. « « +» No pardon will be given,
and prisorers will not be made. Anyone who falls
into your hands falls to your sword. Just as the
Huns under taeir king Etzel created for themselves
a thousand yesars ago a name which men still res-
— pect, you would give the name of German such a

‘ cause to be remembered in China for a thousand

_ years that no Chinaman . . . will dare to look a
- German in the face.

The Kaiser concludes his advice by encouraging his
subjects to:

Carry yourselves like mern and may the blessing
of God go with you; each one of you bears with
him the prayers of an entire people and my good
wishes. Open the road for CULTURE once and for
all. {(Ibid.,p. 226,)

-
i
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World War I was the next outlet tor Germanyt's war
spirit followed a generation later by World War II. We
will discuss these wars at a later stage, However, notice
a few statements, uttered by Germans themseives before and
during World War 1,

"We must always consider war as our supreme

political mission,™ is the sage advice given in the German

newspaper, Deutsche Tageszeitung, January 17th, 1912, And

the editor of Die Zukunft, Herr Harden, states on October

7th, 1910, "¥We are made for war. Let us make war, before

it is too late.,"

Comments like these appeared in respectable news-
papers in Germany prior to World War I. These .are Germans
themselves speaking; and they ought to kncw how they feel.
It becomes obvious that the same spirit that led the
ancient German tribes led the German nation as a whole
into two world wars. But let's hear a few more Germans
speak.

Professor Oberhofen, writing in the Vissische

Zeitung, June, 1912, states, "War is the supreme educating.

factor of civilization.,"

"We love war, and could furnish to a capable leader
all the elements he could desire," stated the Rheinish-

Westfalische Zeitung, September, 19173.

As is known, after World War I, Germany did not

eradicate this negative character trait; and as a
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consequence, the Second World War ensued,

Franz Josef Strauss stated recently, "We must des-
troy. the widespread legend found in many Western nations,
that Germény is a land with an inborn inclination for

aggressionl" (Hérausforderung und Antwort -+ (A Challenge

and Solution) p. 1$8),.
If we trace the history of warfare as far as Germarmny
L
is concerned from the very beginning--which we have done«-

we must come to the conclusion that the Germans as a whole

do have an inborn inclination for aggression. If not, it

——

would mean that the Gezrmans have suddenly quickly lost

this negative character trait since the end of World War

II. But more of that later,
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CHAPTER IV
THE GERMAN PHILOSOPHY OF WAR

The German philosophy of war in past times has
been--to sum it up in one sentence, exactly what the

Prussian General Clausewitz stated in the early part of

the 19th century. According to him, war is the continua
tion of politics through other means. See Walter

Goerlitz, listory of the German General Staff, p. 62.)

Tacitus records for us how a first century German
felt about war. "Valour is the only proper goods of men

The gods range themselves on the side of the strongest”

(Ancient German Warrior; Tacitus, Hist. lib. iv,»c. 17).
Almost two thousand years later, "The Diocese paper of

Freiburg (1940) hailed the great successes of the coura-

geous German soldiers as proof that God guided history

« + «" (Guenter Lewy, The Catholic Church and Nazi Ger-

many, p. 228).

That is the crux of the philosophy. This we will
exemplify primarily by what Germans themselves have said
throughout history.

It 4ds no exaggeration to say that all the
Teutonic nations . . ., lcoked upon war as a real
act of justice, and esteemed force an incontestable
title over the weak, a visible mark that God had
intended to subject them to the strong.

(M. Mallet, Northern Antiquities, p. 138.)
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This- philosophy of war continued when Charlemagnc
conquered the Saxons and when Otto the Great enslaved the
Siavs‘in the tenth century. Especially during the late
Middle Ageﬁ Jdo we have numerous contemporary records
revealing the German philosophy of war.

It is dinteresting to note in this ccennection how
Pepin of the Franks, father of Charlemagne thought’along
this line. Of him it is recorded that he:

« » « spoke straight from the heaxrt of his
people, giving them the ideal pretext to Justify
vieclence. . . . Lven when robbing alien peoples,
he will believe his mission to be highly moral.,
Vith this psychology Pepin became the forerumnner
of a thousand vears of moral conquest, (Emil

Ludwig, The Germans, p. 20.)

"The Prince holds the sword, therefore he is of
God!" stated Dr. Martin Luther in the 16th century.

General von Bermhardi, in his book, Germany and the Next"

War, quotes Luther as saying,

In the business of war we must not regard the
massacres, tiae burnings, and the battles., Why
these murders and horrors? It is a business
Divine in itself, and necessary to the world as
eating or drinking or any other world.

In a political testament of 1667, we read,

Alliances, vo be sure, are good, but forces of
onets own still better. Upon them one can rely
with more security, and a lord is of no consider-
ation if he does not have means and troops of his
OWIl, (As quoted in G. Kuntzel and M. Hass, Die

Politischen estamente der Hohenzollern, i, 56,

Leipzig, 1919.)
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Coming down to the 18th century we see Frederick
the Great giving liis answer on how to ocvercome the weak-
ness ol the Prussian State of his time, "Consolidation was
necessarvy biat could bhe effectrd only by new necquisitions;

and new acyguisitions would nececszsarily involve resort to

rt

force." (G.P. Gooch, Fredericik the Girest:  The Rualer, the

Writer, the Man, p. 12.)

The German philosophev, Jamanucl Ramt . daoro on Ll

13th contury statad, "No aim is absard, muen ias s owreogng if

there are means of obtaining i1t." (Mrnest damb o g,
Germany Rampatit, | 300.)

This philosaphy of wWoal wilide-01C cesibtiry 1o - =an
integsral part of Prussian militoriam, P e Doaaspans,

diplomacy was desplecable and coffeminatr--unworuvhy ol a

great race. German will wus! be jimposcrd Ly {forece of zrms,
- v Camaartivg: w———
was the doctyine of that society, :

In Prussia, with but onr esception, "all education-

al institutions served purely military purposcs.”

(Walter Goarvlitz, History ot the German General “lall,

p. b))

Tt wos war which laid the toundations of P'russialls
power., o+ . . Wwar, forpged vhat Prussia, hard as
steel, on which the New Germany could grow up as a
mighty Maropean State and o YWorld Power of the
future. Hence once more, war showed its creative
power, and i1f we learn the lessons ot history we
shall see the =same result again and again,

(General Friedrich von Hernhardi, Germany and the
Next War, p. 3i4.)
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‘No wonder then that Bismarch {fiimly believed that
"Mipht makes Ripght," and that it is quite in order o
enforce one's way upon others.,
"The great qﬂegtionu of the day will not be decided
Ly speeches and ihe resolutions of majorities ., o ., but by

iron and blood" stiated Bismarck as Chancellor. (Bismarck,

The o ond the Sl csman, AddoP. Toavier, po W)

The Gevimanr 3 i togopay o) wotr b= otz o clabornted
*

by a late 1Yt “evivyy phliosopbhor g dleranr s b vy Tyeit -
sclike, Professor of History al tho tnpuer: ot Y T
1874, this German philosopher stated bluntly, "War is both

—————

justifiable and maral, and the idea of perpetual peace is

not only impossibic but immoral as well." (Heinrich von
reitschke, Politikas, v.1l, pp. 390-397.)

According to him, and many otheir Gorman philosop-
hers and military men, the end has always justified tho
means . This philosophy has been a part of German sociéty
o1’ Lwo thousand vears., So convinced was Treitschke of
werds beding moral aud justifiable that he added, "The God -

abbove us will see Lo it that war shinll return, +« « "

(Ibid.)  "What mooal perversliy Lt ito to wish to strike
militarism out o the heart of man," stoted Merlints most

distinguished profesror a few years af'ter ithe Pranco-

German War of 1805-70, (M!'Cabe, The Soul ot kurope,

eeorncrne Sk T RRENANST S 3 P2 3 v i




Of course there have been periods In fhe History o
Germany when there was no war. Conlitoies Trev!tschhe,
y . "The army is noti always upon aclive scrvice, but the

siolent labour off preparation never oaee 0 Cod ) "War

is an elternal and beneficent part o huaman Vit Germany

has a divine mission . « « to cariy it orm - ond itbs
RULTIR,"  Treitschke taught. This i oothoae o, iroh
*

— alwnys benon so in German socintyv,

Gustav Frevtayg, Germany!s grenitest novelist at the
time of Bismarch, arvged that "blood should low freely in
the sucred causce of uniting Germany." (Joscoph MtCabhe,

% The Soul of Burope, p. 65.)

o The philosophy that war is just if waged hy Germany
wWas very proxalont‘prior to World War 1. General Freide-
rich von Bernnardi, writing Jjust before the First World
War speaks of "the duties and obligations of the German

1

people," and that these "cannot be fulfilled without

— drawing the sword. This, he continues, is morally and

politically justified.” (Germany and the Next War, p. 15.)

Bernhardi continues in stressing the value of war

3 for the political and moral development of mankind. He is

afraid lest Germans shed their militaristic spirit. DSHays

he, "The Germans were formerly the best fighting men and

the most warlike nation in Europe. For a long time they

have proved themselves to he the ruling people of the

ﬁ”iﬁ a ﬁi s szi :ﬁ‘gﬁi gig
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Continent by the power of their arms and the lortiness of
their ideas. Germans have bled and conquered on countjiess
battletields in every part of the world, and in late years
have shiown that the herfoism of their ancestors =1itll lives
in the’doscqndantb"" (Lbide, po 100.)

There are Limes, as Bevnhardi mentions, when the
Germans bave "tewporarily shed” their warlike ol
militari;tic outlock. But wheneve v an el feciive Fuhrer
comes along, to whip up this often)at*(';;’(. \:J:)T‘ }:;.\er'.;.;!: in
them, then the German will again reveal his Lt colougr,
Notice what Dernhardi says about this latent aggressive-
ness of his people., "In s£riking contraat to this
military apltitude thev have today became a reaceloving--
and almost 'too! peaceloving nation."  (Llbid.) e

It is interesting to note what he is saying in par-
ticularly this context. Today the German people as a
whole are '"pecaceloving." 1In fact, their military behavior
since the end of World War II is extremely commencable. : -
ut. have they realiy changed over completely from a for- o
merlvy "warlike" people to one which admires, ilefends and’
loves peace? Lel General Bernhardi give us the answer.

At the time of his writing--a few yecars before the
Great War broke our--the German people were "peaceloving"

--but what happened? They quickly shed their "peace-

loving" nature and were whipped up to war. Read again
PP p
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thwe qhuLu\‘Lnn 0f General Bernhardi:

in strihingeg contrast to this military aptibade
thiecy have today become a peaceloving--and almost
"too" peaceloving--nation. A tude shock is needaod

Lo awakoen theitr warlike instincts, and compel Lhem
to show their military strength. (Ibi@., pe 10.)

Beruhardi is saying that whenever an ef'tective
lender appears on the scene and whips these people into

Line, Lhen {the wavrlike spirit ol the Germans will be

L
awakencd aund 1ive again.

What L= dreadtaily, and demonstrably bad for
the Goermans, awl thuas for the jpest ot the woerlid,
is thelir exposuce to a ficry anaticism Lty in
a less capable peouple, would burn ibselfl out with
more mouest consequences. (Mi)ton Mayer, dhey
Thousht Thav Were Free, p. XIV.)

"That Might mnkes Right," &~ coined by Bismavrck is

furthered by this Pre-World War T suthor. "The strigple

tor existence is, in the life of Nafure, the basis of

healthy development!" states Bernbardi. In other words,

lett!s watch: nature--there the strongest survive, and the
woakest <die. Let natuire be our guide! is an axiom which

has had a preat say in the military and political ailiairs

of Cermony. War, conscqguently, is as necessary as Lhe
struggle ot the elements in nature, according to Lhis
philosophy, "sStrugele is therefore a universal Jlaw of

Nature," according to Bernhardi on page 21 of his boui.

Therefore "The maintenance of peace cun never be ithe goal)

he adds.

o
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That war is justifiable and even good if perpetv-

rated by the ripht power is {further stressed in Rosin-

skifs The German Army, page 134. Trying to justify the
reasons for German soldiers fighting and dying on the

battlefields, he srates:

It 1 in the letters and writings of' students
who died in "landers amd Doland, in their sober
realism, n their faith in the spiratual hedd tare
ot the nation o . + that we can el whnt U wnne
ceally meant o the German natron aund what imyense
spirvitual foaeos were released by il

"According Lo Christianity," states Bernhardi,
"we cannot disapprive of war in itselfl, but must admit

it is justiticd morally and historically." (p. 29.)

VWaging war, according to this philosophy, releases
spiritual forces. 1t is therefore something that is moral
and rood; and o’ course necessary.

When World War 1 broke out, Rosinski proclaimec
joyl1lily: | .

[t was omething without parallel in the history
ot” Lhe Goermaanr people, Spontaneously the QZ millicn
Gormans rose as ene mall. A wave of enthusiasm,
carrying evoerything before it, swept aside all dif-
ferences ol political creed, class, religion,

A€W 0 e This feeling of national unity came from
the conviction of the essentinl righteousness of
Germany's cause and of the defensive nature of her
struggle. (Herbert Rosinski, The German Army,

p. 140,) :

It becomes very clear what Germany?'s philosophy
of war has been. First of all there must be a good

cause--a purpose--a mission which only Germany can fulfil.
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In ordér to fulfil this commission, Germany can use any
force, any power, any means at her disposal; because the
end justifies the -means.
It's agaxn very significant that Qhat Rosinski says
about the "essertial righteousness of Germany's cause and

.

cf the defensive nature of her strupggle" are two justific-
ations that the Germans gave two thousand years ago.
Notice what Tacltus says about the "essentinl righteous-
ness'" of the ancient Germans to wage war,

"Valour '..8 the only proper goods of men. Tho gods

range themselves on the side of the strongest!" ("Ancient

German Warrior"; Tacitus, Hist. 1lib. iv, c¢. 17.) In other
words, 1f you are strong or have strong weapons to lord it
over others, this means--according (o this ancient German

-~-that God is on your side. "Struggle is the?efore,"

adds another German almost 2000 years later, "a universal

law of Nature" (General Friedrinh von Bernhardi, Germany

and the Next Wer, p. 21.)

So we see that in this one point of the philosophy
of war, nothing has changed since the time of Tacitus.

The other justification Rosinski gives--~that Ger-
many in World War I was fighting a defensive war--is also
mentioned by Julius Caesar. Describing the CGermans 2000
years ago, Caesar quotes a German warrior justifying him-

self concerning why the Germans had to invade Gaul:
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Wee Gfermans are net taking aggressive action
against the Roman people, but we are ready to
fight if provoked. . . . We wish to say, however,
that we have come into Gaul not from choice cuat
beecnuse we were expellced from our homes. . . .
(Julius Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul, p. 111,
Chapter 4, Section 1.) ——

In 1902 Kaiser Wilhelm assured the worled that
Germans no longer needed "to extend the frontiers of our
éountry.” (Joseph M'Cabe, The Soul of Lurope, p. 79.)

The empire the Kaiser desired was "a spirit;al Empire."
"The German people . . . have no thought of
‘invading any couniry,"” Hiftler stated at the opening»of the

Reichstage, on May 17, 1933. "Germany has only one

desire," the Fuhrer continues, "to protect her indepen-

dence and f{rontiers.," (William Henry Deable, Celebrated

and Historical Spceches, p. 274.)

Weren't Germany's rcasons then for attacking the
countries she did during this century merely a defensive
action, o necessary move to acquire much--needed Lebens.-

raum--living-space? "The development of Germany demands

new o congrests," we read in the Frankfurter General
Anzoilper of June, 1l g, mo what we are expected to be-
lieve 1s that Gevmoany, normilly wanting peace, is {orced

into conquests Cor her survival's sake.

So we see that little has changed since the time

the Romans Tirst came into contact with the German tribes.

The German philosophy of war two thousand years &go was

g g i
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essentially no different from what it was during the first
part of the 20th century.

"Germany understands no freedom without power, for
real freeddm(is not ﬁhinkable except in a.state the exis-
tence of which is founded on might!" stated the Deutsche

Tageszeitung, June 1917; as quoted on rage 29 of Lord

Haldine's Conditions in Germany 191l7. *

And the Deutsche Wehr, organ of the German Army of

Worl:d War I, echoes this philosophy by stating, "Every
human and social activity is justified only if it helps to
prepare for war."

To see how the German military of World War I
believed in total war--that is, the complete annihilation
of the enemy--notice the following quotation from the

Deutsche Wehr:

dbfied bt ) 81 iaesid

A victor who allows the vanquished to rebuild
their industry and continue to develop their
economy has made his heavy sacrifices in vain and
Jeopardizes his own existence. The only prize of
victory which justifies such a risk and compen-
sates for such sacrifices is the complete ligquida-~
tion of the vanquished as future rivals, as
independent and significant economic powers. . . .
tle must therefore be c¢rushed. . . . (Gerhart

Eisler, The Lesson of Germany, p. 186.)

When Hitler appcared on the scene, he continued to
carry this German philosophy of war. "War is the most
natural, the most everyday matter,'" lLhe stated. "War is
eternal, war is universal. There is no beginning and

there is no peace. War is 1life. Any struggle is war.

e i el i
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War i3 the origin ol all things." ({ermann Rauschning,

Th

Y

Voice of Destruction, p. 699.)

Joseph Goebhels stated on September 4, 1938 in

Beflin,-"The methods LYy which a-people 'orces its way up-
wards are of no consequence. What is'impoytant is the
goal which is reached!" In other words, the end justifies
the means.

But it is most important to sealise how they--
(Germany's philosocophers)-- "implanted deep in the German
mind the idea of expansion by the sword, the right of the
powerful to annex the weaker ., o . and a disdain for other

peoples . (Joseph M'Cabe, The Socul ol lurope, p. 63.)

This philosophy was an integral part of the makecup
of the early German tribes., It was kept alive during the
Middle Ages; and thot that philosophy was part of the Ger-
mans'! makeup in the tirst part of the 20th century, none

can deny. Nothing has changed during the last two

thousand years.
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War i3 the origin ol all things." (Hermann Rauschning,

The Voice of Destruction, p. 699.)

Joseph Goebtibhels stated on September 4, 1938 in
Beflin,-"The methods» Ly which a-people 'orces its way up-
wards are of no consequence. What is important is the
goal which is reached!" In other words, the end justifies
the means.

But it is most important to srealise how they--
(Germany's philoscophers)-- "implanted deep in the German
mind the idea of expansion 21 the sword, the right of the
powerful to annex the weuker o o o and o disdain for other

peoples." (Joseph M!'Cabe, The Soul ol [llurope, p. 63.)

This philosophy was an integral part of the makeup
of the early German tribes. It was kept alive during the
Middle Afges; and thiot that philosophy was part of the Ger-
mans' makeup in the tirst part of the 20th century, none
can deny. Nothing has changéd during the last two

thousand years.
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oxlanhte Theiv custagus, manners, roligion bhear this outl.
This tact was observed two thousandd vears ago by
Tacitus, States he:

Povmonad .y | oassociate myse bl with the opinion
o1 thosce wihio hold tpat in Loce peopics oF Goeprmany
there has boeit pmasven the world a iace wctainted
by intermavriage with other races, a peculiarnr
people and e, ke no one bat themsclves.,
(Gr-r‘man‘in_, pe 209, Locb od.)

In this same context, Lt 18 also of interest to
note that not only acitus but others as well héld this
vLQw of the Goermans.

And Germans chroughiont history have not been lax
in veferring 1o Tacitas?' deseviptaon of their forefathers
to prove that G vmans ecven at that carly stage were
supcerior Fo the surioundings nabLols.

A Tew cenbunrivs later the Pranks were still con-
sideced "rthe chosen people” according to Go Tellenbach,

Mo e e Hedchspredanke iw paeftuen Mittelalter, " as

quoted in Haoodbuoote der Dentschen Geaschichte, runo Geb-

hardt, v. 1, p. 179,

At the tuwme ol the Protestant Reformation Germans
wore beginning Lo forget they were "superior.” 5o Martin
luthexn llac;l'{‘.«) remiud them, "We were born to be nmr:-tﬁ_.:;_.

e e It s time the glovious Yeuntonic people should

coase Lo be the puppet of the Roman poneif." (Uettenb‘cn,

Dovuments ot tue Clndistian Chuveh, p. 2780) Luather didn'

have 1o explain how Germans were superior.  ALL that was
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necessary {or him, was to remind them of something Germans

werc already aware of, at lcast to an extent.

Luther again at another occasion, "The Germans are

the best ration in the world." (*rnest Hambloch, Germany
Rampant, p. 63.) So if a man, regarded as chosen.by God,
; preached this doctrine of superiorify, one can see how
easily Germans would accept such an idea. .

! German philosopher Fichte reassured his readers

around 1810, "Ve Germans are the Chosen People. . . . We

are simply the people. Beyond us are barbarians." (Ibid.,
L P hj.) "To have character and to be German is, no doubt,

one and the same thing," Fichte boasted. (Jonas Lesser,

I Germany--The Symbol and The Deed, p. 177.)

ﬁ' To scece just how seriously Germans were in classif-
ying themselves a3 superior specimens, note what happened
i when a Frenchman challenged this "superiority" during the

last century.

. A. de Quatrefages, Professor of the Museum
d'Histoire Naturelle, wrote a pamphlet entitled
La Race Prussienne (1871), and concluded the
| Prussians were not Teutonic but descended from
Finns, of barbarian Mongol origin. In order to
refute this theory; the German government initiated
a census of the hair, skin and eye colours of six
million schooichildren of the Reich. (gggygl,
History and Administration, Naval Intelligence
Division, p. 2.)

Paul de Lagarde, professor of Oriental languages
at the University of G8ttingen during the time of Bismarck,

spoke in his Deutsiche Schriften of an "invisible force
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which lives in everything that grows and thrives in Ger-
many, bLringing oui. in every single German that divine

image which is in him Lrom birth."

Another phiLQSObher, Treitschke, taught in the late
19th century that .he Germans stood on a higher level of
the created wérld than other nations; )

"If our Kaiser calls us," excitable Germans boasted
in 1890, "We are willing to be led against our enemies.

’

But we can ask for a price. . . . This price is;: to

become a master racec." (Jonas Lesser, Germany--The Symbol

and the Deed, p. 194.)

The idea of Germans excelling other races in intel-
lect, ability, etc., was further stressed by the leader of
the Pan-German Society, Thormann in 1895. Says he:

In a numbter of years the world will see the
following: the German {'lag will wave over
36,000,000 Germans; and they will rule over a
territory inhabited by 130,000,000 Europeans.
Only the Germans in this region will possess
political rights; only they will serve in the
army and navy; only they will be able to occupy
land. Then they will be the Master Race, as in
the Middle Ages, and the peoples under their rule
will do all inferior types of work. (Gerhart
Zisler, The Lesson of Germany, p. 188.)

As we enter the 20th century this superior feeling
reached a high pitch. "The German is physically and intél—
lectually the highest form of the species homo sapiens,”"
stated an anthropologist of Kaiser Wilhelmts Germany i

the Politisch-Anthropologische Revue, Thuringia, 1902-22.
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General Ludendortl, in the carly part of this coen-

tury, stated that Christianity is "alien to the German
soul becausc it denies the difterence hotween the races
and nations by postulating that all men arce eqgual before

God." (Junas Lesscr, Germany--The Symbol and The Deed,

pe 233.) What Ludendorff himself is postulating is that

Germans are not equal to others but flber alles.

"A new 2eace shall make Germany 'mistress of the :
clobe,! a peace established by the victorious sword of the

master race that takes over the world in the service of a

higher civilization," states Propapgandist Rosenberg during

the Third Reich. (ttermann Rauschning, The Revoluiion of

Destruction, p. 194.)

Theologian Karl Adam of Tubingen spoke with uplif-

ted arms abonl Hitler. Says he:

Now he stands before us, he whom the voices of
our pocts and sages have summoned, Lhe liberator
of the German genius. He has removed the blind-
folds from our eyes and, ithrough all political,
economical, social and confessional covers, has
enabled us to sce and love again the one essential
thing: our unity of blood, our German sclf, the
homo Germanus. (Guenter l.ewy, The Catholic Church
and Nani Dermanv, p. 108,

1s 5t any wonder then that the German masses have

EEET

,w&f guliibly accepted this Deutschtand Uber Alles fallacy?

ik 13

(51 1N

ﬂWﬁ With their religious and civil leaders, their philousophers,
it

fﬂ, teachers and military men coustantly inculcating such an

idea into the minds of the masses, it is not difTicult to
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scc why the ayernuc.German ffeels superior to this very day.
In order to inculcate this doctrine into their
minds, convincingly sounding arguments wefe found to "sub-
stantiate” such é belief. According to this doctrine, the
Germaﬁs exqel all other people in the major spheres of
culture, be it in the field of music, literature, inven-

tions, economics, industry or any other important aspect

of civilization. in all these fields, they are Uber alles.

However, since Germans on the whole are rational béings,
the points of evidence in favor of their "superiority"
must sound convincing before they will accept this
teaching.

Now it is true that in many fields Germans are
"superior" to others, if that word can be used. As a race .
they do excel in many [(ields, which will be related as we

rogress in this analysis.
g

whv Germans IFeel Supevior

That Cermans as a whole are a capable people no one
can deny. One needs only to superficially delve into the
field of music to realise that iﬁ that sphere, one of
several, they have contributed much. Musicians such as
Bach, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Mozart, Havden, Mendel-
ssohn, Straus, ctc., have provided the world with a

variety of musical entertainment. This is true also in
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other fields.

But why do Germans feel they have to boast about
fhelr_accomplishmunf&?--to shout about their achievements?
-=to proclaim their capabilities i1o others?

Why do Germans feel compelled to w;ino numerous
books and exhaustive articles, desperately trying to con-
vince others that they indeed are gifted, that they in-
deed are "superior"? And, most tragic of all, why must
they--from time to time--even go to war to persuade dis-
believers that Germans and anything that is German is Uber
alles?

The reason is--and here is where the tragedy lies--

that deep in their hearts they feel inferior; Germans

suffer from an inf'eriority complex.

Without realizing this point, it 1is not possible‘to
really understand the national character of these capabie
and gifted pcople.

That Germans as a whole are beset by an inferiority
complex is borne out in many ways.

A feeling of insecuri y is perhaps what contributes
most to this negative sentiment. Finding herself in the
heart of Europe, Germany felt encircled by hostile nations
who wore ever trying to keep her disun”ted and prevent her

from becoming a big European power. Germans'! mistrust ol

their neighbours has helped them in retaining this feeling

vacpy "ﬁr IO s ST DT,
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: of ;nsécurity. And this feeling has made it comparatively
easy fortthem to follow strong leaders who promise

i ‘ deliverance from.this insecure feeling.

Insecure in éheir vocation, unsﬁre of themselves,

unsteady in their character, Germans tend to go to ex-

tremes. And who can deny the fact of history that Germans

. have, all too often, gone from one extreme to another.

Eed e G

Prussian Iron Chancellor Bismarck brings out this ?waying
from one extreme to the other. "It was constantly a mis-
take of the Germans, to obtain everything or nothing at

all." (Bismarclk, "Gesammelfe Werke," IV, S. L9, as quoted

by Gordon A. Graig in Deutsche Staatskunst von Bismarck

j bis Adenauer, p. 23.)

And so it has been in German history. On one side
to go all out for something, to sacrifice their poéseﬁ-
i sions, their souls, their very blood, to reach for the

% skies--to attain to the unattainable. The goal they set

themselves must be attained, fulfilled, no matter by what
means. If the goal is worthwhile--good for Germans and
good for the whole world, then any means available will.
do, even if millions of lives are at stake.

On the other hand, total resignation, dejection,l
self-pity, as the next paragraph brings out.

This nation, driven, hunted, hopeless, obeying

only impulses from without, continually shaken. out
of its composure, robbed of its self-reliance, in
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constant anxiety, losinyg spirit, losing clasticily,
but excited into hysterical outbreaks, has become a
sick riation, mentally unbalanced and ncurotic.

So was Germany described several decades ago by

a German himsclf . (Hermann Rauschning, Revolution of Dose

truction, p. 124.) ' )

And to overcome their misgivings, their anxiety,

i their insecurity--to override their inferiority complex--
s *

i they convinced themselves as better than others, as

ﬂ‘ superior, as das Herrenvolk, the Master Race.

Feeling inferior, being unsure of himself, lacking

in character steadiness, the German becomes unpredictable

Té in his course of action.

%1 "And once the people feel helpless to solve their
b

sl

7@ own problems, anyone who comes along with a plausible
B

#% panacea can pick up the reins with his left hand."

il ‘
i (Gudrun Tempel, Speaking Frankly About the Germans, p. -
W

e

gl All I know is that I, a German, am literally

P afraid ot the Germans, as I would of anyone who

t is unsurc of himself and does not know where he

i is going nor what he will do when he gets to a

{% crossroad. (lbid. p. 46.)

i

Suffering from an inferiority complex, and yet
making themselves believe in their superiority, they fall
prey to dictatori«l leaders promisin¢g them grecatness, as

Gudrun Tempel correctly analyses.

iy y
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The Germans have so many faces, one Loday,
another tomorvow,  They ddentilly themselves with
whitl.ever happeas Lo come Lheir way.  Seldom do
they relax dnto bedwr simply theaselves, (Lbid,,

pe h7.)
That Germans can be swayed easily by e(fective
leaders was something Hitler himself realized. To deny
the fact that Hitler understood what mdtivates the Germans
is to deny the irrefutable evidence that millions upon
millions of them followed, revered, worshipped their
Fihrer. This man was an effective leader to the Gerﬁans,
something he could not have been had he been ignorant of
Germans' aspirations, hopes, frustrations and weaknesses.
States Hitler:
It has been my fate to be the servant of a
people with so tragic a past, a people so unstable,
so versatile as the German people, and a people r
who go, according to circumstances, from one ’
exlreme to the other. (Genoud, The Testimony of

Adolf Hitler, pp. 94-95, as stated on February 25, -
1945, )

"By and large the popular masses consist of ., .+ .

unstable human specimens, given to doubt and insecurity,”

liitler adds. (Hannah Vogt, The Burden of Guilt, p. 112.) .

Publicly this man lied to the German nation in
saying that Germans are superior to others. Hitler
realized their inferiority complex, the unsteadiness of
their nature, and capitalized on these weaknesses by
telling them of their importance, greatness and superiori-

ty. "i have not come into the world to make men better,
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but to make use of their wcaknesses." (Rauschning, Hitler

Speaks, p.-274.)

Although Hitler made every German feel important
and gave them an illusionary mission to fulfil, he himself
knew it wa; all a big lie. Tell a lie big enough and long
enough and peoﬁle will believe it, he is reported to have
saicl., Referring to the Master Race theory, he says, "If
You wish the sympathy of the masses, you must tell them
the crudest and most stupid things." (Michael E. Mus-

manrio, Ten Days to Die, p. 83.)

Tell them that their achievements exceed those of
any other nation, and they will believe it. convince them
that they are a people of genius, unlike any other people,
énd they will cherish such an idea. Persuade them that
they are the superior race, and they will ;wallow it.

Tell them, Hitler believed, "the crudest and most
stupid thing"--and sound convincing about it--and the Ger-
man people as a whole will believe it.

Now a person, or people who is sure of his posi-
tion, of his ab:ilities, of his station in life, need not
prove his superiority to others. If Germans really
telieved that their accomplishments exceed those of any
other race--if they were réally, genuinely convinced--

then there would be no necessity to feverishly convince

others on this matter.
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Only a people who are unsurc ol Lhemselves,
unsteaﬁy in'charaéter, suflfering from a l'eeling of
infericrity w&uld want to broadcast their accomplishments
and .thus attempt to ovérfide this feeling, and so create
a superficial.belief in their own greatness,

But theré is nojdifficulty when.we séé the real
cause for Qermans' "auperiofify"lfeeling. Johanin Gotte
lieb Fichte, German philosopher born in 1762, was bes?t by
this typical German "inferiority complex, which cdominated
his early political thought." (William M. McGovern,

From Luther to Hitler, p. 212.)

LI YRR A PO R e, ¢ IR FULLS

This negative characteristic of his is borne out
in his philosophy, as Professor McGovern brings out.

In 1807 the French army occupied Berlin and
took over control of the local administration.
Fichte's ULlood rose to the boiling point and he
chose this occasion to deliver the most impassioned
appeals to German nationalism. In his "Address to
the German Nation" delivered at this time, Fichte
set out to show how far superior the Germans were
to all other peoples, and how the future of the
werld lay with them . . . Germans must show the
world that they were just as good if not a little
better than the cocky French. (Ibid.)

Ariother characteristic pointing in this direction
is their inclination to self-pity. Now a person beliéving
in his own merits, his own superiority, has no room for
self-pity or feeling sorry for himself. Why should he?
After all, isn'ti he "superibr"? .

¥Yet their history has shown that the German finds
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a pulnrhl happiness in feeling the whole world is against
him and misunderstands him. With his distrusiful nature
towards others, he fecls that their actions are directed
against him to his hurt. He suspects the worse in others!?
motives, be they Germans or foreigners. He believes that
other people look down upon him and hold him in little
esteem.,

Yet nothing couid bé further from the truth. in my
experience of dealing with English, French, American,
Jewish and other people, I find them having a high regard
for Germans. They 1ind admirable traits and speak highly
of their talents and accomplishments.

Despite this, Germans tragically find comfort in
and commiserate with the darker elements of nature and
death. But so it has always been, as is brought out by a

German himself. "The utter contempt of decath which amazed .

the peonle of anticuity so much in the Teutons resembled
an intoxication such as only wild and pugnacious men

develop." (Emil Ludwig, The Germans, p. 17.)

History shows us that whenever Germans fail to ful-
fil their lofty and often illusionary goals they sink into -
utter oolivion, as Bismarck and Hitler have attested to,
as already quoted in this.chapter.

Note the words of a German military man on the eve

of his country’ imminent defeat in 1917, as he appeals to
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the sense o self-pity in the Germaus.

We. should not nurture oursclves on illusions.
We shall have to bear even more terrific attacks
than heretofore on the Western [(ront. Our nerves
will be tried in a way such as no nation on earth
has ever experienced. If they collapse under
that fearful trial, we may bid &« long farewell to
German might and the benign influence of German
Kultur.  (Colonel Cadke in "Schwibische Tagwacht,"
April 1917, as quoted in Lord Haldanes' Conditions
in Germany, 1917, p. 24.)

"This German inclination of self-pity is connected
with their great'touchiness," stated German Professor Wil-
helm Roepke in "Die Freiheit," Mainz, March 19, 1956.
"They are very little gifted with the precious gifts of
self-irony and self criticism," he continued. (Jonas

Lesser, Germany: The Symbol and the Deced, p. 310.)

Back in 1945, the bishop of Osnabriick stated to
British General Sedwick, "You Englishmen can do what we

never have learnt to do, laugh at ourselves." (Ibid.,

pp. 310-311.) ™"Secldom do they relax into being simply
themselves," states Gudrun Tempel in Speaking Frankly

About The Germans, p. 47.

This refusal to take things with a grain of salt{
to self-analysc and realise onets weakness and points of
strength, has never been a German trademark. "Professor
Alois Melichar . . . as conductor of the Berlin Phil=-

harmonic Orchestra, speaks of 'the well-known habit of the

Germans uncritically to accept every ideology from
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Froderiek 11 Lo Adoitr Lt." (Lesser, Gerwany:  The symbol

and The Deed, p. 212.)

Gudrun Tempel elaborates on this point by stating,
"The'Germans have so many faces, one today, another
tomorrow. They identify themselves with Whatcver happoens

to come their way." (Speaking Frankly About ithe Germans,

D. h7.f
3

This refusal of self-analysis has brought untold
suftering to the German nation, not to mention other
peoples. The lack of this trait has allowed viclous men
to take the helm of these often gifted people, leading
thew into paths of adventurous destruction.

It is usualiy a people who feel insecure in their
environment, unsure of their accomplishments, and inferior
in their persons who refuse evaluation by themselves or by
others., To permit self-criticism of their lives and B
actions would acversely disturb their inferior teeling.

So it is suppressed instead.

This fact was very evident in World War I, as
Hermann Rauschning brings out. "Today in Germany any
criticism, even {rom the noblest and most genuine of
patricts, is accounted one of the worst crimes, and

placed in the same category as high treason.” (ﬁgvolution

oi Destruction, p. xiii.)

The German people on the whole portray many
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sywpioms of someone being unsure of himsclt, laching
slteadiness and moderation--someone who teels inferior vet
wants Lo overcide Lthis feeling by pretending to be
superior,

Speaking of this lacg of steadiness, Martin Luther
s5ltated in the 10th century, "A Germaﬁ wili get along very
nicely with those who do not provoke him, but let somcone
proffer only the slightest irritation and he will flare up

\)
in anger." (Bainton, Here I Stand, p. 34.)

Belief in Illusionary Grandeur

Their belie!” in unrealistic grandeur approaching
1llusion is another symptom of a person beset by an in-
feriority complex. Hermann Rauschning, who had private
talks with Hitler and understood his own people well, says
that they reveal ".his weakness of excessive capacity for
illusion." (;glg.) On page 124 of his book he shows that
they are often "excited into hysterical outbreaks" to the
extent of becomirny; "mentally unbalanced and neurotic."”

Seeking illusionary glories in inaccessible pas-
tures, the German nation has been disappointed all too
often. And once their frustrations dont't find outlets,
once their ambitions aren't realized, then a sense of
self-pity and fatalistic spirit overwhelms them. Unsatis-
fied with a moderace course, they succumb to the temp-

tation of reaching for the sky, or e¢lse seek solace in

R 0 A st S R PPST S £ i RR R T  R

SRz Thray IR o ST SASIRRR T

Fded



4y
selt-pity and ot'ten death. It's not a question of a
moderate C()'l.ll‘ﬁ(" ;7 rather two extremoes.,
"Falalism Las always Leen a marked trait of Gcrmah

thought," states Ernest Hambloch in Germany Rampant, p. 7.

.

This is further illustrated by Hans Kohn when he states
that, "Germans casily succumb to the strange fascination
which words such as fate or doom exercise upon them.,"

(The Mind of Germany, p. 6.)

Carl J. Burckhardt, Swiss historian, referring to
this frame of mind, says, "Myths are always intoxicating
for the Germans. Far from being harmless allegories, they
are doomladen invitations to danger." (Ibid., p. 14.)

If Germans were to take a good, thorough look at a
point in question, or political issue, or anything else
worthwhile--if they Qere to closely scrutinize and fqlly
analyse any issue and then really think about the con-
sequences of their actions--then the history of Germany
would have been a brighter and more beneficial one.
Unfortunately--and this cannot be denied but by the most
biased and prejudicial minds--they have failed or refused
to always think as rational beings; instead, they have
embraced in part myths, all too often receiving more in-
spiration from legends than‘from realistic analysis.

Not always--yet all too often., "More than any

other European, the¢ German has seemed capable of switching



70
From romanticism to materialism--and back againe-at dif-

ferent periods: of history." (Germany, The Sunday Times

World Library, p. 142.)

This facet of their natvional characuver .. important
to bear in mina so as not to conclude that Germuny will
never in the future rise again to illusionary heighis of
grandeur. But more o: that later.

We have seen in history that Germany, fecling
unsure of herself, developed a superficial superiority
belief. Obviously other nations would not accept Lhis
doctrine, so Germany {‘elt compelled--and no othcer nation
has ever done this--to convince them by writiung wyriads of'
books enumerating her achievements. And f'rom time to
time-=-because others wouldn't believe her--Germany even
wenl to war as convincing evidence that she wns not only
as good but even superior to others.,

Yet all these tragic, bloodstained chapters of r~
Germany's history could have been avoided if they had
learned te analyse themselves and subsoquently work on
their weaknesses.

There is no reason why Germans should be ashamed of
their accomplishments as they benefited mankind. They
have given the world a good portion of inventions, scien-

Lific Know-how and cultural entertainment, especially in

the field of music.
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Wherever Cermans have gone, upon leaving Lheip

home land, they heve never been a "drag" on socicty, They

‘never had to be zupported by others. Instead they set

the right.example by being industrious, law-abiding and

orcerly.
A proper coxample is what happened when in the 18th

century, Hungarian leaders requested Germans to colonize

¥
part of Hungary.

The German settlers . . . within a century
of their arrival, made up the most prospercus
and best established agricultural communities in
their environment; a fact that speaks for their
ability, industry and devotion to duty. Truly,
it was the "(rerman economic miracle" of thce day.
(G.C. Paikert, The Danube Swabians, p. 26.)

The same author continues,

A truly massive part of the Jiterary, artislic
and scientific achievements of Hungary has been
accomplished since the middle of the last century,
by persons of German stock. (Ibid., p. 60.)

Do Germans Still Feel Superior?

As was shown, history is not replete wiih records
attesting to the fact that Germans have felt "superior."
But is that all past? Is that feeling gone? Have they
finally--after 2000 years--changed in this regard? Or do
Germans still possess the same trait they have always
possessed. Dp they still pretend to be better than any-
one else? Do they feel they are still the Master Race?

The next few paragraphs will answer that questionl
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Take language for example. Germans in the past
have always telt that their language excels all others.
J.G., Fichte, whom we have already mentioned as writing in
the early past of the 19th century, was the one who

stressed the'purity* the uniqueness of the German tonguec.

To him, German was the least corrupted language extant.
It was pure, and ought to stay that way, Fichte taught. .

fichte's concept of nation in his speeches to,
the German nation after the Jena catastrophe
contains heterogeneous elements, rationalism and
romanticism. Romantic is the idea of the unigue-
ness of the German nation as the sole creative
nation in Europe because of having retained its
oriminal language, while other nations have taken
over Latin, and thus borrowed an alien personality
and alien modes of thought. (J.L. Talmon,
Political Messianism, p. 201.)

BQut not only in the past have Germans revered
their languagec as the most pure of all; even now, Germans
somehow feel that their medium of expression surpaéses
other tongues. This is so despite the fact most Germans
have no speaking knowledge of a second language, with
which to compare. I know Germans personally who believe
in this fallacy.

It is true that English, unlike German (if you omit
a few exceptions), is a conglomeration of various lan-
quages, primarily Latin, Greek, Old German, and to a
lesser extent a vast number of other tongues. This is

also true of other languages. Yet what difference does it
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make? After all, is not the purpose of a language to
communicate.ideas; to get a message across?

And the idea that German exceeds English or French
or othér major languages in effectively communicating
ideas is just.not 30. Germans belie§ing this are wishful
thinkerg and not realistic.

In discussing language, it is also of interest that
a particular vocabulary has Been insidiously incor;orated
into the German tongue which is very suggestive of Ger-
mans' "superiority." The word Ober, meaning above, crops
up of'ten in such words as Oberburgermeister, Oberleutnant,
Oberkellner, Herr (Oberst, etc. (Chief burgomaster, first
lieutenant, head waiter, uppermost waiter).

Also of importance is the word Ftthrer, leader,
which is attached to a number of key German woxrds, Below
is a 1list of the military rank of the S.S. Notice how
oftern the word Ober crops up, and the word filithrer is

associated with each rank but one.

Private - Schiltze

Lance-Corporal
Corporal

Sergeant
Sergeant-Major
Second Lieutenant
Lieutenant
Captain

Major

mmwvwfwmmmmﬁmm ey

Rottenfihrer
Unterscharfiihrer
Qberscharfthrer
Hauptscharfiihrer
Untersturmfihrer
Obersturmfihrer
Hauptsturmfiithrer

Sturmbannfihrer
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Lieutenant-Colcnel - Obersturmbannfidhrer

Colonel - Strandartenftihrer

Hrigaaicr - Oberfiihrer

Major-General . - - Brigadefithrer
Lieutenant-General - Gruppenfithrer

General’ - Obergruppenfiihrer ’

That Germans love titles is no secret. Regarding
their individual achievements and being satisfied with
what they are is not enough. Their inferiority feeling
compels them to coverride this négative trait by showing <
~--outwardly-~-that tiaey are superior, that they are each
a Fdhrer.

Now this craving for titles is not limited to the
military. It's carried over in civilian life. Now all
people love big titles, but with Germans it seems an ob-
session. Having discussed this with other Germans bears

this out. If you are introduced or merely write or con-

verse with a director of a company, you must address him -
as Herr Direktor. Failure to do this means offense, gross
offense.

This is also true in schools. I remember, in
attending school in Westphalia, addressing the teacher as
Herr Lehrer (teacher). It was not Herr Schulz or Herr
Schmidt, but always that which advertised what Herr Schulz
or Herr Schmidt was--a teacher.

Although it is not generally done today, but not so

long ago a child addressed his parents as Herr Vater and

e e e n o S, “H % ek
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Frau Mutter.

In German life, the title of "Dr" is acclaimed not
only in the academ:.c or scientific fields, but also by‘
bﬁsiness executives and other people of high station. To
be acddressed as "Dr" carries a tremendous amount of pres-
tige and is something feverishly coveted.

Titles in Germany are regarded as a sign of

superiority. Qualifications alone are not enough, wyou

must carry a badge., This fact was vividly brought to my
mind several years ago when accompanying two business
executives, The German person we were dealing with could
not understand whny we did not carry small cards which
identified us with a certain corporation. He was almost
ready to cancel the tentative agreement when he was in-
formed that in America businessmen don't bother éarrying
identity badges.

It is but natural for a peoplé to acquire a sort
of superior feeling if an important part of the vocabulary
contains suggestions to this effect. 1In language, in
education, in other important aspects of society, "this
view of the Germans constituting a peculiar race, distinct
and separate from all the other races in Europe . . . is

one which has been sedulously cultivated." (J.S. Davies,

~

From Charlemagne to Hitler, p. 12.)

"It is difficult to dispute the suspicions,” states
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Ralf Dahrendorf, Professor of Sociology at the University
of Koblenz, "that the ability to distinguish not only
between men of different classes but also between men and
}submen* is still slumbering in many Germans," (Societx
and Democracy in Germany, p. 82.)

The word "slumbering" is the right choice. As is
true with other aspects of their character, it might not
always show itself outwardly; it lies dormant--but it is
still there, merely meeding rekindling. "We cannot deny
the fact that the mentality of the Germans of today shows
many astonishing points of similarity with those charac-
teristics that impressed the Roman authors." (Verrina,

The German Mentality, p. 7.)

One final aspect mot to overlonk is German driving.
Recent.y a case came to my attention where the following
happened. A chauffeur-driven Mercedes was overtakén by an
"inferior" car. The owner ordered the chauffeur to over-.
take the other car, fuming, "We are not going to stand
for thatl" During the ﬁext few minufes, each overtook the
other several times until the Mercedes owner forced the
other man off the road and they then engaged in a free-for-
all till the police broke it up. 7The chauffeur-driven
man, after all, had to exhibit his "superiority."

This is of course no isolated case. It happens

often. Not long ago, Dr. Ernst von Xylander spoke of thea

ot
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German driver as neurotic, insecurc, aggressive and

vengpeful, "'He continues:

The background to this terrorism on German roads
and autobahns is the general feeling of insecurity
caused by defeat (of the wars). There is a wide-
spread lack of self-confidence. People have the
feeling that they are not allowéd to°live as they
wish to live. Out of this dissatisfaction grows
violence, Cars are seen as weapons, and with a

few horse-power at their command, drivers see them-
selves as heroes.

Dr. Xylander continues:

He blocks the overtaking lane of the autobahn
for miles, deliberately stopping faster cars from
overtaking, and ignoring flashing lights and horn-
blowing from those behind. With delight--when he
passes a speedlimit sign--he drives along the out-
side lane at exactly that speed--no faster and no
slower--watching his rearview mirror with delight
to sece the coiumn of traffic piling up behind him.
(Bild-Zeitung, October 24, 1966.)

In driving, the Germans' sense of inferiority, of

insecurity, is brought to the surface. States Brian Con-

nell,

Drivers of fast and expensive cars are not the
most desirable citizens the world over, but only
in Germany will you see them deliberately sceking
to humiliate and harry those with cheaper and
older vehicles. (Watcher on the Rhine, p. 290)

There are many other indications which would further
show this shallow, superficial "superiority" Germans have.
But let's go on to another chapter showing that the German

character has not changed.
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CHAPTER V1
GERMANS AND NATUHKE

Germans are naturellovers. There is no other
nation on earfh_that praises and admires nature us much as
they do. This admiration has become part of their way of
life; it is to be found in their laws, customs, music,
homes, etc.

Unlike any other race, Germans find much of their
inspiration in nature; and it is also nature which often
guides them in their social behaviour dnd moral concepts.
But more of that later.

Notice now a few examples showing the Germans?
almost fanatical love of nature. The most obvious to many

is perhaps their natural health cures. It's an obsession

with tl.em., This becomes very obvious when opening a daily !
newspaper to the travel section. According to these ads, -
this natural healing can best be accomplished by Heilbdder
(healing baths) at special Xurorte (health resorts).

Lying before me is such an advertisement in a top
German newspaper, WELT AM SONNTAG, carrying the caption,
"Purope-Renowned Healing Baths." Under one health resort -

on the Mosel River is categorized all the main illnesses

that their particular healing baths arc good for, Listed
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are stomach disorders, intestine and bowel difficulties,

liver ailments, gall and metabolism complaints. The

.several other resorts reveal how other common ailments are

healed naturally by coming to their specific health
resorts. ’ .
Germans'! obsession with nature as cure-all is

further excemplified in Das Grosse Buch des Wissens, a

lexicon. Under the caption "A Choice of German éathing
Resorts and Healing Springs," are listed about fif'ty main
cities where the following ailments are treated and cor-
rected: arteriosclerosis, asthma, intestinal ailments,
obesity, women's ailments, gall difficulties, gout, skin
diseases, catarrh, liver complaints, stomach disordérs,
rickets, rheumatism, sugar diseases and severa; others.
Here are some of the more common cures:
1) Kncipp-Kur. This cure is named after the
invento1, Kneipp. It is supposed to be good
for pcople suftfering from faulty blood cir-

culation. The remedy in short is to walk in
ankle-deep cold water.

h) Drinking Curcs. At places where mineral-rich
water belches out of the earth, little villages
and towns make their fortune by establishing
themselves as Spas or Baths, where people with
numerous ailments come and drink only mineral
water.

3) Beauty Cures. This is the latest thing.
"Beauly Farms" have been f{ounded, where a
person is given a special diet, exercisc and
massage. While this beauty cure is very
expensive, all other cures are very often
financed partly if not wholly by the various
health services.
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In this sane connection it 1s interesting to noie
that many cities and towns in Germany carry the appel-
lative H;il—, healing. Jocob Grimm, in his Teutonic
Mythology, bears tirtis out when stating, "Many places in
Germdny are called Heilbrunn, Heilborn, Heilligecnbrunn,
from the renewing effect of their springs, or the wonder-

ful cures that have taken place at them." (v. 2, p. 567.)

1 Looking upon nature as ithe cure {or their ailments
£y

('

< . ~ . ' . . *

é is but one of many indications that Germans admire nature

more than others do.

f Grimm, in his Teutonic Mythology, speaks of "a

worship of nature of our ancestors." Yet this admiration
S . . . .
' and worship of nature the ancient Germans engaged in 1is

- still, to a very great extent at least, with them today.

i Notice how Grimin himself felt about nature when he wrote
3

in the latter part of the 19th century,

Even today the majesty and might of these eldest
born of things awakes our admiration; how could
antiquity have forborne its astonishment and
adoration? Such a worsnip is simpler, freerc and
more dignified than a senseless crouching beflore
pictures and idols. All the elements are cleaning,
healing, atoning. .+ « » (Ibid.)

The ancient Germans literally worshipped nature.
They looked upon it as the life-giver, the provider; and
it is from nature that they derived their moraiity.

Recent German writers have taken pride in the fact that

their forefathers did not worship lifeless images but
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rather adored the mighty forces ol nature.
- "The Alamanns and Franks worshipped rivers and
fountains!" Grimm states. (Ibid., p. 9%83.) The ancient

Germans used to "pray on the river's bank, and at the

=

fountain's brink they lighted candles and laid down sac-
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rificial gifts." Lighting candles, usually at night,

would "excite a religious awe." (Ibid., p. 584.) Among

as peculiarly sacred, and were dreaded." (P.D» Chantepie

|
!
}
'
L

‘% the Semnones, early German tribe, forests "were regarded
3

R

de la Saussaye, The Religion of the Teutons, p. 359.)

It was the belief of these ancients that the gods,

! and goddesses abode in rivers, wells and springs. The

¥ranks, when crossing a river, offered sacrifice to it.
The Goths buried their king Alaric in the bed of a river.
i -

. There were of course all kinds of superstitions associated

ﬁ with wells running dry, rivers overflowing their banks,

ﬂ‘ etc.=-=-all these omens precipitating something foreboding.

The elements in nature were regarded as beings that move
and live. The tempest of the storm depicted a divine
being wrathful.

Of course, this crude form of nature-worship is no
longer obvious in German social 1ife. Today it is no
longer an outright worship of the elemecnts of nature that

occupies them; instead it is an inner yearning and love

for things in nature that occupies them.

i an - T e e A M N Y NS R Y
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Often remnants of former nuture worship are dis-
played in various parts of Germany throughout the year.
Fire is one such element which the ancient Germans wor-
shipped and which is still associated with festive .
occasions today. At Easter time, for instance, fires are
set alight in numerous geographic areas, particularly in
northexn parts. 1It's usually done on the eve before
Easter, whHen the towns or village people gather wood and
place it around a lar~ge tree which is then set alighd.
The participants encircle the fire and watch this con- Ca
flagration, little realizing that in past times humans
were sacrificed in these surroundings. These fires, set
ablaze at night, and in many localities, provide a truly
spectacular sight.

Of this event Grimm states:

At all the cities, towns and villages of a country,
towards evening on the first (or third) day of Easter,
there is lighted every year on mountain and hill a
grcat fire of straw, turf, and wood, amidst a con- ) .
course and jubilation, not only of the young, but of
mary grown-up people. . . « Men and maids, and all
who come, dance . . . hats are waved, handkerchiefs
thrown into the FfFire. The mountains all around arc
lighted up, and it is an elevating spectacle, . L
scarcely paralleled by anything else, to survey the
country for many miles round from one of the higher
points, and in every direction at once to see a vast

number of these bonfires, brighter or fainter,
blazing up to neaven. (Ibid., p. 615.)

-3

It is also of interest to note that the very name
Easter is a corruption of the name of the German Spring _ )

goddess of fertility, Ostara. Human sacrifices were

Cinig Wit
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associaled with her worship. With this festival, sear-
ching'ror efr’s 1s still to this very day an enjoyable and
much indulged paétime of Germans each Springtime. Easﬁer
éggs are of course coloured so that the colours painted on
the eggé usually portray the brilliant rays of the sun and

other elements of nature.

~It is also of interest that the Christmas tree was
introduced into the Western world by a Germa;. Dr. Martin
Luther was responsible for giving us this component of
nature. It is recorded that back in 1546 Luther, while
promenading in the countryside one evening, noticed on a
snow-white landscape the beauty of the sparkling stars in
the heavens. It was Christmas time., Observing a fir
tree, he thought to copy the beauty of the heavens by
decorating it with brilliant and shiny utensil§ and can-
dles suggestive of the manifold variations of coléhrs
found in nature. Centuries later, during the American
Revolution, a German tribe of Hessians introduced the
Christmas tree into America. In England, the fir free was
not used at Christmas time until Prince Albert brought

this custom back with him from Germany in 1840,

These things show that Germans are, to quote a

German, "on good terms with nature." (Ralf Dahrendorf,

Society and lemocracy in Germany, p. 148,)

What is also noticeable in travelling through Ger-
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many today is the floral decorations they go in for.
Germans like f'lowers--Germany has more flower-shops than

any other  country. Flowers are not a luxury, therefore

not expensive. They have good taste in making even the

most ordinary bouquet--something which is admired by many
forecign ;isitors. The shop-attendant dpesn't look down on
you if you buy only one magnificent rose or a few tulips;
you will get the same friendly service and quick attention
as i1f you had bought several dozen f{flowers. *

Visitors find Germany a beautiful counﬂry, with
quaint villages and attractive parks and gardens. Many a
house 1is decorated with flowers hanging down in window
boxes. Their houses are neat, everything seems well
organised. Even in offices and official buildings they
tahe great care of and pride in their green plants.

Of interest is also the German photographic indus=-
try. You would of course expect a people who greatly
admire nature to fully develop this industry in order Lo
retain the beautifﬁl scenes in nature through snapshots.

Another facet showing their longing and love for
things in nature is in the field of music. In past times,
musicians very often would gét their inspiration {'rom .
nature by meditating and thinking about the scenic beauty
around them. Pastoral symphonies are but one example of

this, So it seems more than mere coincidence thav many
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0 Lthe ffamous old masters in music were racial Germans; it

i
|

i

is logical that a people with a propensity to adoere things

in nature would be inspired by the same Lo express them-

| scl&os in music,

: . Much of German music falls into'two categories. It
scems when they, in song, express their feeling towards
human beings, i% is usually of a sad nature. Now all
nations have their romantic love songs or folklére, with

- a smattering of sadness. But none excel Germans in
expressing tragic and sad emoticns in this way about each
other? In dealing with human be;ngs, their expressions

hardly reflect happiness. Their love songs are full of

BRE e mmr i

&

sadness, mistrust, resentment--tending not to believe in

ti'ue love nor in faithfully trusting their partner.
: The second and equally important category of German

music is their expressions of joy in nature. Whereas: with

human beings, music is used to exhibit sadness, with

T ' nature it's the exact opposite--happiness and joy.

;u Germans Jlove to sing about every facaet of NATURE.
1 Their feelings and emotions are all contained in their

{ music, which is an excellent means of expression--be it
4

jg opera or simply folk songs. With gaiety they sing about

i trecs and birds, streams and valleys, flowers and moun-

4 tains. They have their wanderlieder (wandering songs)

and their "Heimat" songs, about their homeland. Their

L
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songs about nature are happy ones--{ull of life and exal-

tation. And what German has not been on at least one hike

. during his 1ife, where he can really see and be part of

nature? Throughoﬁt Germany one finds many hiking clubs,
where members hike for a week or more from one arza to the
next.

Richard Wagner is a fitting example of one musician
who expréssed his feelings for nature through his music.
In the "Flying Dutchman" his music depicts a raging'sea,
where one can literally imagine the wind blowing in the
sails, Wagner sought a national revival of the German
spirit by exalting and personifying the mighty and devase
tating forces in nature, thus stirring the German masses
to be like the elements of nature--forceful, violent,
exciting, impressive.

Throughout the centuriess Germans have focused a
great deal of attention upon nature that it has, perhaps

subconsciously, dictated a great deal of their attitude

townrds law and morality. It is interesting in this

context that much of the positive characteristics Germans
exhibit is also 7ound in nature. Here are a few.

Germans are organized, disciplined, law-abiding,
obedient. In nature cone finds also a great deal of
organization, discipline and an automatic respect for and

obedience to law. If nature were not based on organiza-
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tion, discipline and law, and if there were no instinctive
obedience to this established system of law, it would ill
function. | .

Germans are industrious, thorough, efficient. And
these propensities are also found in nAture,

Germans admire beautiful gardens, exotic parks and
magnificent woods. Their pride in the Black Forest, the
Lineburger Heath, the individual city parks is &nsurpas-
sed. And their songs about the rose, the heath and the
forests seem innumerable.

Germans lLove adventure, excitement; they are bold
and heroic, and throb with activity. Nature likewise is
filled with excitement, adventure; it also pulsates with
activity.

Germans are neat, clean, orderly. In nature, the
only time we don't find these "qualities" is when maﬁ'
pollutes it.

All these traits are commendable and greatly
appreciated by travellers visiting that country so richly
embellished with the beauty of nature. In asking a
visitor what he or she admires so much about those people
will mostly bring out the characteristics mentioned above;
characteristics Tound in nature.

But nature can also be forceful, violent, cruel,

merciless. And this trait is, tragically, often part of
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Lgc German makeup. Germans are by nature, lorceful, and
often violent. Further, only those who shut their eyes to
the evidence of history will deny that this often gifted
race has not reverted many times to cruelty., And with

this cruelty is associated a lack of mercy towards others.

There is one characteristic that Germans have not

copied from nature; because it is not found there--humun

warmth, an attitude of benevolence, a spirit of goodwill

toward others. Though this might sound harsh, history
bears out this tragedy. Human dignity and love towards
one another--although a problem with the entire human
race--has always been a particular and noticeable lack
with these pecople who excel so very greatly in so maﬁy
fields.

This twrait nature could not supply them with; this
trait they gireatly lack.,

Although nature is very clean, organized, 1;w-‘
abiding, beautiful and impressive, it lacks one thing:
human warmth and benevolence.

In looking upon nature one sees the strongest, the
most forceful, the most aggressive and often the most
cruel win. And in this struggle for the survival of the
fittest, there is little room for sentiment.

One main and tragically negative character trait

identified with the Gexrman people throughout history is
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that ot crnn]{i to other human beings.,

Several .years ago, Helmut Hammerschmidi, speaK.ingg
"over Radio Bavaria, stated:

We all know this, of course: the Germans are
more efticient than the French, more civilised than
the Russisns and the nations of the Easi, bholder
than the Swiss, the Dutch, the Danes and all the
other small nations. ¥We are haorder than the rest;
the only thing we are not is more humanc. But
this does not matter, we leave humanitarian seon-
timentality to the others. (Jonas Lesser, Gérmany:
The Symbol and The Deed, p. 178.)

Describing the general affinity the German populace
show toward Nazis, Gudrun Temple, a German herself, states,

"For a German to feel anti-Nazi on purely humanitarian

grounds is impossible; the idea that one might feel sorry

he f'inds fantastic." (Speaking Frankly About the Germans,

p. 163.) Further showing that Germans in general lack
human warmth she continues, "No one in Germany toglay wants
to sympathize with anything. The Germans . . . turn their

backs on everything that sceks their sympathy" (Ibid.,

p. £2).
But so it has always been.

We cannot deny the fact that the mentality of the
Germans of today shows many astonishing points of
similarity with those characteristics that impressed
the Roman authors. . . . We see how their primitive
touchiness i3 still accompanied by a total lack of
understanding of the feeling of others and by a
stubborn unwillingness to listen to their argumentis.
« o s (Ibi@., p. 7.)

Let's tLri2fly trace the history of German cruelity

and aggressiveness during the last 2000 years. 1 we



‘with the Cimbri and Teutons as

they invaded Northern
Italy in 113 B.C., we note that they categorically slaugh-

tercd all prisoncis.

About the (ierman tribes at the time of Christ,

Kurt F. Reinhardt says,

They were children of nature, and ‘there was some-
thing childlike in the mixture of violence and
sentimentality, of harshness and tenderness that
characterizes their lives. Their lust of adventure
and love of warfare made them frequently oblivious
of human considerations and inhibitions. They
tortured criminals, occasionally killed their
prisoners of war, and broke solemnly sworn trcaties
without scruples. (Germany: 2000 Years, p. 10.)

"The ancient Germans," states Wolfgang Manzel,
"who only respected the rights of those with whom they
were in immediate alliance . . . habitually treated every
stranger, nay, even their own countrymen and rniearest

neighivours, as cnemies, and made it their chief occupation

to attack and oppress each other.” (The History of Ger-
many, p. 146.)

Of noteworthy interest in this context is what
transpired in the Second World War. Many were the cases
of children betraying their parents to the secret police;
Yet this should not be surprising if one understands how
Germans watch each other like hawks to see whether they‘
keep in line with rules and regulations. If not, the
police are informed. It has been said that the .individual

German--because of a lack of human warmth and a bhenevolent
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alttiriude toward his fellow man--was the best and most

reliable Gestapo agent during the Third Reich. It was

comparatively easy for the police to control the averagce

German; dfter all, he was closely watched and suspiciously
scrutinized by his neighbour. One wron; step and the
Gestapo was at his door. For the time being, the Gestapo
are nonexistent. But this trait of German watch%ng Ger-
man, to his hurt, is still there.

I remember one person telling me that she had to be
careful not to do any work, such as ironing, inside her
owri home on a Sunday; otherwise her neighbour would
report her to the police and she would have to pay a {ine
by working on a day not permissible to do work on.

Another example illustrating the German's mistrust
of his neighbour occurred a few years ago., A woman went
to bhorrow some sugar from her neighbour friend. Upon‘
entering her home, she noticed that the woman's daughter
and her fiance were residing in the same house. Wrongly
suspecting something immoral was going on, she immediately
irformed the police. After investigating, the police were
satisfied that nothing immoral took place. But this Qas
not sufficient evidence for the woman. She took the case
to the court, where she lost the case.

Her purpose was to tear down and destroy her

neiythbour, She set out to go all the way, even though it



proved an embarrassment to her, to say the lcast.

‘Not lorg ago, while in Berlin, my wife and I stayed
ip a Pension-Hoﬁei in the city. When I signed in the
owner asked me where 1 stayed last night. Upon informing
her T stéyed next door 1in anothér Peﬁ%ion, she immediately
asked, "Didn't you like it there?" I knew why she aske@.
Her meighbour, although they were on "friendly" terms, was
her enemy. Had I said I didnft like it there,‘she would
have had ammunition for character assassination,

In Beriin recently, an old and slow man was obser-
ved walking ajsainst the red traffic light. A policeman
standing nearby hadn't noticed this infringemcent of
traffic regulation. But several German bystanders did
see it and immediately shouted to the policeman to deal
with the offender.

There are many more examples of this sort; ékamples
which would (i1l pages. But lett!s look at another aspect
of this lack of wishing others well, this lack of the
humane in the Germans as a whole. It is the lack tﬁey
have for the dignity of each other'!s persons; the holding
of each other in contempt.

Anycne who drives automobiles will sooner or later

et into some dif'fficulties with the traffic police. It

may mercely be a misunderstanding of the country's par-

ticular codes or a matter of stretching the law somewhat
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to the motorist!s favour. A few personal experiences
should illustrate this,

Having stopped suddenly to allow a pedestrian to
croés, I found my car on a pedestrian crossing. [t was of
course my mistake., Yet the policeman who noticed my mis-
take came charging at me, literally shouting, "What do you
think.you are doing?" Looking at my Bonn licence plates,
he continued shouting contemptuously, "Is this Lﬁe way
they drive in Bonn?" Upon mentioning that I was not a
Bonn resident, he snorted at me, "How did you ever get a
licence?" The man in uniform had nothing but contempt for
me.

On another occasion a Pos=:t Office official, upon

.
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thcse are not isclated cases, but typical of a people who
lack human warmth and dignity. It is typical of a peopie
who are aggressive and often cruel.

This characteristic the ancient German tribes had.
¥hen we come to the Middle Ages, nothing had changed, as

now. Froissart, chroritier of the iLth cen-

1

we =haili se
tury, says o:i Germans, "They have noc pity if they have

the upper hand, and they are hard and cruel with their
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prisoners." (Robert Vansittart, Black Record, p. 22.)

Aithough we will come to modern times shortly, it
will ke of interest that many German POW!g of the British
and Americans were délightfully surprised how humanely
they were treated in POW camps. They expected to be
treated about‘the same way they would automatically treat
their prisoners. One senses a totally different mentality
in this regard.

Fredrich H8lderlin, German poet born in Wiirttemberg

in 1770 states in his Hyperion,

It is a harsh thing to say, and yet I say it,
because it is true: I know of no people more torn
apart than the Germans. You will see craftsmen,
but no human beings; philosophers, but no human
Leings; pries<s, but no human beings; masters and
servants, young pcople and settled folk, but no
human beings. Is it not like a battlefield where
hands and arms and broken limbs lie scattered,
while the spilled lifeblood drains into the sand?
(Gudrun Tempel, Speaking Frankly About the Germans,

p. 75.)

It becomes clear that the lack of human warmth fhe
German character displayed in such a gruesome manner in
World War II was not unique to that particular period. It
is something tliat has permeated German society from its
very beginning. "The Germany of Hitler was a logical
development of Germany's past as a whole. The Germany of
Hitler's day was true to her past." (Ernest Hambloch,

Germany Rampant, pp. 8-9.)

German philosophers are not guiltless in perpet-
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uating the idea that the'forceful, the violent, and if
necensary tlie cruel elements are means to be employed aif
it results in Germany's welfare. States Kant: "No aim
is absurd, much le:s wrong, if there are means of ob-

taining it!" (I2id., p. 32.) 1In other words, the end

justifies the means.

For in world history success utters the decisive
word. Even those formerly incapable of beinyg tgught
this, will now realize that success in war is not an
accident, but rather the outcome of eternal law, in
wnich God's rule reveals itself. (Otto von Gierke,
The German Felk Spirit in the War.,)

And how does God!s will reveal itself? Many
people believe that the Divine will is written within the
pages of the Bible. Yet German philosophers have cate-
gorically rejected uhat Source outright as revealing
Ged's will., They regarded it a Jewish book. Evidently
they could never forgive God for using the Jews and Is-

realites as His people instead of the Germans. Hernce

they rejected that Book, convincing themselves that the
Bible is not of Divine origin.

Not wanting to have anything to do with the Source
that revealed the Divine will, they went to another source
which they thought revealed God's will: Nature.

After all, they reasoned, did not God create
nature? Is not God's character revealed in nature? There
you find organization, law, beauty, majesty, cleanliness,

etc. And, most important of all, there is little room for
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benevolence, love, humane sentiments in nature. Instead,

one found a constant struggle for survival, where the

‘strongest, the most fierce and often the most cruel win,

Even a cursory'réading of the Bible will show that
the Author indeed did c¢reate nature and what is in it,
establishing cértain laws governing the beHaviour of the
animal. kingdom. DBut to man He gave certain laws--humane
and positive laws--by which he was to live., Unfortunate-
ly, man rejected these laws-«if not entirely then i; part.
Anyone with an open mind, upon reading the contents of
both <he Oid and New Testaments, must surely come to the
obvious conclusion that the Author is portrayed as a
loving, humane and beneficeﬁt Being who wishes mankind to
abide by His ten spiritual laws.

It will also be obvious to anyone paging through
that Source that the ancient people of Israel wcre.choscn
as the perpetrators and carriers of that Divine Law whiéﬁ
would, if obeyed, bring mankind lasting joy and success.
Although'they themselves were not always faithful to
their calling, nevertheless the Jews have always been
staunch defenders of the Law-~the Torah.

Having come into contact with that Law during the
course of the centuries has made the Jewish people the
most humane, liberal and humanitarian minded pcople in

the world.
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And this was something that German philosophers,
historians and others detested. German philosopher E.M.

Arrdt spoke in 1848 of the "poisonous Jewish humaunism

which has always been an abomination to me . . ." (Jonas

Lesser, Germanv: The Symbol and The Deed, p. 175).

Of course, anti-Semitism is a problem wherever one

finds Jews. But no nation has ever gone as far as the

. *
German people in systematically annihilating millions of

Jews,

But the figure of the Jew as a creature devoid
of human rights, as no longer human, is a German
invention. And it is this notion that provides a
motive and a horrible excuse for those many
thousands of Germans who directly or indirectly
took part in the great mass murder after 1940.
(Rudolf Dahrendorf, Society and Democracy in

Germany, p. 87.)

For instance:

Gottlieb August Schiiler said in 1880 that the
Germans treated the Jews "in a most characterless,
most ignoble and most unworthy manner" and "ill-
used the poor Jews for centuries by stupid
arrogance, never-heard-of contempt, bitter mockery,
the greatest possible cruelty, and cold hatred."
(Jonas Lesser, Germany: The Symbol and The Deed,
p. 91.)

It was the humane element in the Jew that offended
the German philosophers and historians. So it was that in
1921 the Pan-German Otto Bonhard published his book, From

the Ghetto to Pownrr, where "he quoted his anti-Semitic

forerunners, Luther, Dihring, Lagarde, Wagner, St8cker,

and Treitschke, wiio had always spoken of ‘'the alien drop!
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which has found its way 'into our blood' and must be
secreted again if it is not to poison us . . ." (Ibid.,
p. 92).

And that "élien drop" is the humanitafian clement
that does, from time to time, creep into the German soul.
Ard unless the German populace is.warnéa of such an
"alien" part of culture, they would soon become more
humane. So theyAwere warned, "Away with all half-hearted

measures, away with our fear of unavoidable cruelty!"

Bonhard continues.

Adolf Bartels wrote in his Our Right to Anti-

semitism, "Cast off those who stultify our nation, and get
out of the way those who disgrace our culture!" (Germﬁnz:

The Symbol and The Deed, p. 92.)

And that culture, in the main, was bascd on,K the
lessons nature taught; and that meant to be hard instead
of humane.

In order to establish this culture, Germans "must

trample down many con their way. World-history moves on a

.higher level whan where morality resides," states Hegel.

(lgiﬂ'r P 179.) Democracy with its humane type xule was,
according to Wagner, "something un-German." <£Eiﬂs9 ﬁm
108.)

Someonc who looked upon the Germans with more

objectivity was philosopher Leopold Ziegler. According to
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him "the Germans were a nation of seekers and wanderers,
some thing tunfinished, raw, half grown among so many
{finished, disciplined, grown-up peopl¢s. . . . We have’
alﬁays remained half-finished barhariaﬁsi" (1wide, p.
114.) ' ' :

Goethe, Germany's Shakespeare, was one of a very
few éermans who detested the lack of humane elements in
¥

the average German. Says he, "The German'!s nation is

ruled by a spirit of sensuous exultation which is alien to

me." (Gocthe's Gespriche ohen die Gespriche mit Ecker-

mann, abridged ed.,, Leipzig, p. 655.)
Towards the end of the last century Nietzsche wrote

a book which he entitled The Antichrist, calling Chris-

tianity "the one¢ immoral blemish of mankind." (Thomas

Mcnn, Neue Studien, p. 118.) Nietzsche hated the

humanitarian and democratic type of society esLablisﬁéd
in Britain and the United States among other countries.
He held any laws originating from a Divine Being in utter
contempt. This philosopher wanted no one to dictate fo
him how to 1live.

Nietzsche, Hegel, Kant and other German philosop-
hers showed their hatred and contempt for the moral or
humane aspect of Christianity. They did not mind a
"Luther" brand of Christianity, where a person can be

justified in his deeds by merely believing in the



o1¢]
joodness of what he is dodng. States Hermann Hessc, hime
self a Lutheran in 1943, "The minimizing of 'good deeds,'

the idea of salvation by faith (Lutherts fide sola), was

alrcady with Luther a ‘terrible and cven impudent fool-

hardiness which helped unspeakable bad things into being."

(Jonas Lesser, Gerwany: The Symbol and The Deed, p. 115.)

Luther is of course a personage respected by almost
all Ger&ans. Yet this reformer could not with justice be
described as humanitarian in his outlook. AccordiAQ to
him, it neecd not matter how wicked a person is, as long as
he believes in Christ. There was never a question in
Luther!s teachings that a Christian had to obey the

Founder of Christianity and show the same love and human

warmih He showed. "As many as believe in Christ, be they

s

as numerous and wicked as may be, will be neither respon-

et ¥ga

sible for their woirks or condemned on account of them,"

Luther stated. (Alzog, Universal History, p. 199.)

"No mun has ever been so representative of the Ger-

man spirit, and no man has had such a deep and lasting

cffect on Geyman history," A.J.P. Taylor says of Luther.

e continues:

| Germany is the Germany of Luther to this day. He
Liig ~ . :

'k was a man of great intellectual and supreme literary
kY ~Ability, with i reodiness to maintain his convictions

g:fb to the death,. Bu:c he turned with repugnance from all
i the values of wosteUik civilizatione « + He hated

m art, culture, intellect, and sought an escapc into an
f

imagined Germany of the past, romantic, irrational,
ron-European. In Luther was implicit the emotionalism




of the Romantic movement, the German nationalist
sensc of being different, above all the elevation
of feelinm over thinking, which is characteristic
of mo%ern Germany. (The Course of German History,
p. 8.) "

b e
AT e et =

3ol e
L3005 BI i

Luther also had little love for Jewsa, as the

Austrian historian Friedrich Heer shows,

Succumbing to the old hatred of the mob and
whipping it up even more violently, he told them
to burn the synagogues and murder the Jews. In
1534, he composed a detailed program for the
liguidation of the Jews. (Jonas Lesser,,Germany!
The Symbol and The Deed, p. 106.)

o am n il e wween g

S50 we see that the reason why the Jews have been

despised and hated lay in the fact that they were carriers
of Divine Law in the form of the Ten (humane) Command-
ments. This is also the reason Hitler hated the Jews,
which we will deal with shortly. "Hatred for Judaism is

at bottom hatred for Christianity," stated Sigmund Freud

in Moses and Monotheism (Sidney Greenberg, A Modern

| Treasury of Jewish Thoughts, p. 361.) And any Bivlical

scholar must know that the New Testament is nothing but an
i augmentation of the 0ld Testament. DBoth teach a strict
but benign observance of law.

Houston Stewart Chamberlain, anti-Semite of the
last century, gave his reason for hating the Jews. "The

Jew came into our gay world and spoiled everything with

his ominous concept of sin, with his Law and his Cross."

(as quoted by Will Herberg, Judaism and Modern Man; Ibid.,

p. 3069.)
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Note the real rcason for the hatred of Jews,

It is of Christ that the anti-Semites are
afraid. . . . Therefore they make their assault
on those who are responsible for the birth and
sprecad of Christianity. They spit on the Jews as
Christ-killers because they long to spit on them
as Christ-givers. (Maurice Samucls, 1bid.)

That Christ was a humane person, with an unselfish
concern for others no one can deny. Yet what many dont't
rcalize is that those humane doctrines He taught were
based on the keeping of Divine Law, .

But the German philosophers rejected such a Divine
demand; and they didnt't wish to be reminded of it. So,
they tried to get rid of the carriers of this demand, and
almost succeeded.

We must now come to Hitler. He in particular
showed his contempt for Jews. And, as we shall see now,
the reason for his hatred of these people lay in :ithe fact
that they were responsible, according to him, for estab-
lishing and teaching Divine Law.

Hermann Rauschning knew the Flhrer personally in
his earlier life. He had many talks with him and records
for us the mind and temperament of this man. About anti-
Semitism Rauschning says,

No believing Christian and no humanc-minded

pcrson can be an anti-semite. . . Rosenberg and
Ludendorf [@erman propagandists during the Third
Roicﬂ] are right, if in nothinys else, in their
claim that the New Testament is inseparably con-

nected with the 0l1d, and we Christiians with our
Jewish heritage. (Revolution of Destruction, p. 99.)
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"Historically Speaking," stated Hitler, "the Chri

tian religzion is nothing but a Jewish scct. It has alwa

been and it will remain just that, as long as it exists.

(The Ten Commandments, ed. by Hermann Rauschning, p. ix.

Hitler vehemently wanted to rid the world of the

humane aspect of both Judaism and Christianity. Hitler:

Af'ter the destruction of Judaism, the extinction
of Christian slave morals must follow nogically. T
shall know the moment when to confront, for the sake
of the German people and the world, their Asiatic

slave morals with our picture of the free man, the
fgodlike man. (Ibid.)

The "Asiatic slave morals™ he refers to are the
Ten Commandments. Do away with them and you have the fi¢
man; a man without scruples and sentiment, a man of
nature.

The "godlike" man according to him is one who
totally copies and imitates nature. "Struggle is the
father of all things. Moral excellence derives from the
race!" Hitler said. It!'s a matter of the physical and
not the mental or spiritual that counts. This is the les

son of nature. (Hannah Vogt, The Burden of Guilt, p.

110.)
Said he,

Whether the German people retained 1its Jewish
faith in Christ, with His soft morality of pity,
or whether it believed strongly and heroically
in gtod in nature, god in the nation, god in des-
tiny, god in the blood was a question which would
decice its very destiny. (Ibid., p. 168.)
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~¥ Despising all morality based on the Ten Command-
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ments Hitler gave the Germans this advice: "We must free

- ourselves of all =sentimentality and become hard.

What impresses is cruelty and brute force. . . . Nature

is cruel; therefore we may be cruel too. (Ibid., pp.

lué‘-ll}'?. )

The very fact that this man could even approach the
German'populace with the doctrine justifying cruelty and

not be the laughing stock of the nation-~that alone sug-

gests that the people he led were not in total disagree-

i ment with what he taught.

i, . . :

é About ecucation he said,

ﬁ My pedagogy is hard. The weak must be chiseled

k! awav, In my "order castles" young people will grow
* up who will frighten the world. I want a violent,

i arrvorant, unafraid, cruel youtih, who must be able to
5 suffer pain, Nothing weak or tender must be left in
ﬂ them. Their 2yes must bespeak once again the free,
ﬁ magnificent beast of prey. (Ibid., p. 163.)

4 : By so deing he would, and these are his own words,

"erase a thousand years of human domestication”"--based on

1. the principles of Christianity. (Ibid.) To this man whom
: millions of Germaans adored and werc willing to die for,’

the hunan conscience was a Jewish invention.

that humanity has brought upon itsclf. (Hitler said.)
We are fighting argainst the peorversion of our
soundest instincts. « « » It's got to et out of

our blood, that curse from Mount Sinai. That poison
with which both Jews and Christians have spoiled and
soiled the free, wonderful instincts of man.

|

| We are {ighting against the most ancient curse
i

|

i

!
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This 1is what we are fipghting apainst « . . the great
law of divine nature. Against the so-called 7Ten
Commandments, against them we are fighting. T?he
Ten Commandments, ed. by Rauschning, pp. ix, XTT—

And this man millions of Germans adored far beyond
thhe normal respect due to a national leader. To this
their Fihrer they gave their hearts, their souls, their
everything.

One must not forget that Hitler came close in suc-
ceeding in enforcing this sort of doctrine on the German
people and the rest of the world. If Hitler had been an
Englishman, or an American, or a Frenchman--~how far would
he have gotten with those particular people? It sounds
ludicrous to even bring up the point. Only a people who
by nature are forceful and possess streaks of cruelty
would have allowed a man like Hitler to say what he said.

Hermann Kauschning mentions in this connection one
of{ the main reasons for the German hatred towards Britain
during the Third Reich.

. The German dislike of England is derived directly
from the ideas of anti-semitism. The Englishman in
his Puritanism, saturated with the spirit cf the O1d
Tes tament, has become the chief representative of the
capitalisim which, in the eyes of National Socialists,
is the principal Jewish achievement; thus the British
Empire is a Jewish empire, an empire in which the
typically Jewish way of thinking, guidance by

economic considerations, the spirit of profit-making,
dominates. (The Revolution of Destruction, p. 205.)

Rauschning continues to show the German thinkiny.

The English through their Puritans have become
the nation that appropriated the promisc to Israel,
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and iney are Judaived through and through. England
1s to blame for the dominance of the Jewish spirit
in Kurope. FEngland has made this identification of
cconomic success with the blessing of God, the
ethical framework of her public morality and civic
virtues. England is Judah. . . . (Ibid.)

"The German nation is simply out to discover at

last its own style of living, a style of living that is

fundamentally distinguished from what is called British

liberalism . . ." (German propagandist Rosenberg in his

Gestaltung der Idee, Hermann Rauschning, The 'Revolution

of Destruction, p. 51.)

In looking into history objectively one can come fto

only onc conclusion that explains the dislike, contempt

and hatred Germans as a whole have had for Western
civilization as exemplified in American, British, French

and Scandinavian society: Judaic and Christian elements

permeate it.

The tctal impact of Hebrew literature on Western
civilization is impossible to calculate. There
hardly exists a writer in the English language
whose work has not been affected by the images,
phraseology and verbal rhythms of the 0ld Testament.
(Gerrit P. Judd, A History of Civilization, p. 31.)

Whereas Western nations like the United States,
Britain, Scandinavia and others have accepted some of the
rmore humane aspects of Christianity, the Germans aé a
whole have lagged behind. Through their philosophers,

historians, teachers and military men they have been res-

ponsible for teaching their people the value of looking to
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nature l'or guidance, where there is no room o sentiment,

benevotlence, proodwill and human warmth,

Tt iQ true all nations fall short when it comes to
5howing genuine love and concern for the welflare of
others., But at least therc has been’'an important degrece
of the humane and benevolent teachings of Christianity in
coﬁntries like DBritain, the U.S.A., etc. All the foreign
aid distributed to other nations (although no£ always the
wisest policy), all the missicnaries sent out during the
course of the last two centuries, the lack of offensive
military expleits to the detriment of others, etc.--all
this shows that these societies have been, because of the
pefmeation o{ Christian morality, more humane than is the
casc with Germany.

The German people, with philosophers, teachers,
historians, reformers etc. inculcating into their hinds
the need to reject the more humane and benevolent aspect
of society~--toc reject the morality which Judaism and
Christianity teach--and to look instead to nature as.their
guide, has had a devastating and tragic effect on the Ger-
man character. It has given them an excuse for being
aggressive, yes even cruel,

There i no need to go into all the horrible things
that happened during the Third Reich to show how the Ger-

man nation has lapsed into barbarism and exhibited the



crucl traits of nature. No writer could portray the

abysmal depths ol human degradation reached by a people

very greatly pitfted in so many [ields. Whal happened

there is now past.
But can it happen again? The next, and final

chapter will give the answer.

88
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CHAPTER VI1I
GERMANS AND THEIR "DIVINE MISSION"

Thg question: Can what transpired in the Third
Reich again become reality in the future? can best beoe
answered by a particular belief Germans possess. It is
that they are the chosen vessels to carry out a Divine
Miszsion, to establish Kultur, German Culture in the entire
world. This belief, although hazy in many peovplets minds,
docs still have its attraction.

This doctrine was particularly prevalent during the
time of Charlemagne. This German Frankish king was
actually looked upon as a Divine King. The Catholile
missionary Augustine "inspired him with the idea of theoc-

racy and of his missinn to act as Godl's represcutalive

and as a priest-king on the model of the 0ld Testament."

>

(Frederick Hertz, The Development of the German Public

Mind, p. 38).

‘And the conversion policy of Charlemagnce when he
forced the Saxon: to accept Christianity carricd with it
littvle humane elements. Instead, the Saxons had a choice,
10 either accept Lthis new religion or be put to the sword.
And with this sort of cruel, hard policy one can well
imiyrine the amount of bloodshed that was spilled by this

"Divine King."
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< This belie” in being God!'s instruments led Ovto |

almost 200 years i1ater to Christianize the whole east of

Europe. And by what method? Christ's humane method of

vty e s e s o

love as exemplificd in the New Testament? Or was it based

on hatred, . cruelty and il need be, Killing? About this

.

campaign, PFrederick Hertz states, "The Saxon warriors woere

usec. to treating the heathen Sluves in a very rithless

way. In their ideology, heathens were hardly human and

{ had no rights." (Ivid., p. 62.)

Two centuries later again, we have recorded for s

! in the Great North German law book (Speculum Saxonicum,
i

! cir. A.D. 1240), "The Empire is held from God alone

. . . Emperoxr and Pope are supreme each in wual has been

entrusted to him: the Pope in what concerns the soul; the

i Lo TS

cemperor in all that belongs to the body and the kanight-

‘5 hood." (Jamecs Bryce, The Holy Roman Empire, p. 107.)

3 At this same time, the German Like in his 3axon
Mirror, stated that "God has successfully created four

o cempires, and the present one is the continuation of the

y old Roman Empire. Caesar had conquecred Germany and the

lpermanj Franks had then inherited the Empire from the

i omans., " (Frcdcrick Hertz, The Development of the German
]

Publxc Mind, p. 138.)

It is interosting to note in this context that the

Roman Empire and later the empire of the Franks, etc. wos

i bascd on the governing principles of might, covrcion,
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vioinncn, and if need be, cruelty. Evidently the God who
supposedly insp;red such a mission possessed character-
istics ol the ;ame nature, This is important toc recalize.
When Gegman philosophers, teachers apd historians speak of
"Gocd's will" or "Divine Mission" they mean to portray a
Being who is, like nature, efficient, organized, forceful,
yet hard, c¢ruel, merciless, ' v

Representing Godt's instruments to carry German
Kultur to the rest of the world was also prevalant during
the Habsburg reigns over the last few centuries up to

World War I.

In an important sense, the Habsburg system was
more rational than anything seen in Europe before
or since, In the ceyes of its rulers, it was a
supra-nat-onal orpganization, ordained by Geod, and
ruled over by God!s nomince. (A.J.P. Tylor, The
Habsbury Monarchy, p. 4.)

Dr. Martin Luther enlightens us further on this
aspect. "The prince holds the sword, therefore he is of
God; and it is the first duty of the ordinary man to bow

to God and the prince." (Ernest Hambloch, Germanv Ram-

pant, p. 32.)
"The Diocese paper of Freiburg [10@0] hailed the
great successes of the courageous German soldiers as proof

that God susded histovy." (Glnter Lewy, The Catholic

Church and Nazi Germanvy, p. 2283.) That the strongest win

over the weaker elements in nature no one doubts. Like-

wise, Germans felt that the law of natur2 should also



T

LTRSS

S

e i T
Raas -

92

cgulide. the human relationship. The idea that God sides

with the strongec forces is further illustrated by the

next quotation.

Bishop Kaller of Ermland, in a pastoral letter
'[lth y stated: "With admiration we look upoun our
army,. which in courageous fighting under extra=
ordinary leadership has achieved and continues to
achieve unparalleled success. We thank God for
his support. Especially as Christians, we are
determined to rally all our strength so that the
final victory will be secured for our fatherland.
Especially as Christians, we are determined tp
rally all our strength so that the final victory
will be secured for our fatherland, especially as
believing Christians, inspired by God's love, we
faithfully stand behind our F#hrer who with firm

hands guides the fortunes of our people.” (Ibid.,
p. 230.)

That is not much different from the philosophy uf
Bismarck: Might makes right! States Prussia's Iron

Chancellor: "I am God!'s soldier, and where He sends me,

there I must go, and I believe he is sending me, to. carve
my life to his needs" (Brief an siene Braut und Gattin,"

as gquoted from Gordan A. Craig, Deutsche Staatskunst wvon

Bismarck bis Andenauer, p. 269).

The words, Divine Mission, have always had such an
awc~-inspiring ef{fect on the German people. Even Hitler,
obviously not sincere, felt compelled to tell his
followers, "And so I believe today that my conduct is in

accordance with the will of defendiny; the handiwork of the

Lord." (Mein Kampf, chapter 2, p. 66, Murphy translation)

In the annals of German history the doctrine that
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Cis deoutsche Volk has been chosen by God to establash a

ot o o ctmtmarn &

superior Kultur in all the world, has been taught,
oracticed and believed often., Such a beliefl in her des-

tany led Gerwary to grecat heights of illusionary glories.

The world was to be renewed, healed, and strength-
ened by the example and through the organizational
e{forts of the German people. ., . o Every thinker and
author of rote, and many who were not, (looded the
hotne front with evidencce of the decadence of the
Western world and its civilizations, the evil of its
ideology and its institutions. In contradiction,
the uniaguae qualities of the German being and the
glorics of dits form of statce and of its culture were
cndlessly celebrated. (Kurt P. Tauber, Beyond Eacle
and Swastika, ve I, p. ll.)

"A new pcace shall make Germany 'mistress of the

#lobe,' a pecace . . . established by the victorious sword

of a master race that takes over the world in the service

¢f a higher civilization,"--German propagandist Rosenbery

during the Thixd Reich. (Herman Rauschning, Revolution of

Destruction, p. 194.)

Words like these have always been appealing to

CGermans. ASs a people they have not always looked upon
political issucs or doctrines realistically.,

To Germins, nothing is easier than the creation
of a natioral legend, and nothing is more frawht
with don cirous fallacies, but a {ine sense of balance
in the french, and an acute sense of humour in the
English vwave saved both from being slaves of their
own foibler. They have thus been able to keep their
national Legends where they belong: in the realm of
dreams. But the Germans . . « have turncd their
dreams -into nightmares and their delightful fairy
tales into sinister incantations, (Ernst Hambloch,
Germanv Rampant, p. 15.)




)
Vcry of'tenn Lt has been what the German feels to be
true, not what he has analysed as being truth that guides
lhis actions.,
. This Divine Mission, the carriers of which the

Germians belicved themselves to be, must be carried out

ruthlcessly, mercilessly; there is no room for sentiment,
love., It is based entirely on power, as the lessons of

nature teach.
1]

Even i{oday there is still an important longing for
these past ¢tlories. This yecarning for the romanticised
past is exempliified by the following quote.

The mcemory of Barbarossa'ls power fascinated the
GJermans ffor many centuries after he died leading
a crusade in tne Near East. A legend originally
involving his srandson IFrederick II was soon trans-
f'erred to larbarossas it portraycd him aslcep deep
down inside a wmountain. DBut even asleep the hidden
cmperor 1emaited the guardian ol his nation's
destiny, T4 Germany were cver in need of a saviour
he would tiven rise and lead Geomany f{rom defeat and
despair to the glory of a new jolden age. « » . Deap
down in ther hearts the Germaus felt that thaeir true
ruler, Gervmanyt!s heimliche Kaiscr, was ever ready to
come to her rescue., Under the spell of such legends
Germans weirce sometimes in danger of losing sight of
political realities and of abandoning themselves to
wishful drcams. (Hans Kohn, The Mind of Germanv

p. 34.)

There is someithing deep in the German soul that
believes God is on Germany'!s side. After all, only they
nave beoen gmiven the Divine commisszion Lo convert the

world to the true culturc=-deutsche Kultur. This aspcect

ly

is Lrought out by Mclita Maschmann, a former youth leader
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0. girl scouts an Germany during the Third Reich,

The question ol whether God might possibly be
on the side of those who were opposed to National
Socialisi. did not occur to wme once. . . . We were
so filled with the joy of being allowed to con-
tribute cur efforts and so proud of the responsibility
which we weve allowed to bear . . . that the idea
thac God co1ld perhaps be against would have
seemed absurd. (Account Rendered, Dossier on my
rformer Self, p. 50.)

S
<=
A

The author continues to add:

The notion that our so-called "lebensraum"
could be secured at the expense of the neighbouring
nations caused me no moral discomfort. . . . A
group which believes itself to be called and chosen
to lead, as we did, has no inhibitions when it comes
to taking territory from "inferior elements."
(Ibid., p. 70.)

So even during Hitler'!s dark days, millions of
Germans believed him to be a godsend--a leader chosen by
God to Lring Germany out of chaos and into a Liright and
glorious fucturc. One German woman is reported to have
saird of Hitler, "Isn't it good that God has sent ua.
another saviour just like Christ.”

Obviously, Germans have little need of a saviour if
all goes well c¢conomically, socially and politically; But
the acid test s yet future., Since the end of the war,
Germans have gone through no particular crisis, have not
been suffering economically and certainly have not vet
oxpericenced political or social chaos., Time will of
course ¢ive us the sure answer.

For Germans merely to believe in a vague Divine



2 S e

STTE TR Py A

i it AN

L

e

906
Mission s nov sulficient, Thedr efforts, sacrifices,

Forcerulness, o,opanization, ete. must be harvested in the

it channe ., They neecd to be taught how such a Divine

Mission can b ccomplished. There is only one way, to

sibmit to the State.  This the German philosophers have

alsu inculcat~d into the mind of the average German. It
wasu®d very difiicult. After all, if God is to use the
German people as Hié instruments to carry out His mission
+
then it seems lugical that He would use the State for such
purpose., Now in order for a state to be powerful eunough,
all the energics and ltalents of o pecople must bhelong to
the State. Not only is the emperor or lcader God-
ordaincd, but aiso the State. So anvone not going along
with the policirs of the State was going against the will
0ol God, these philosophers fervently taught and thelir
Losteners aud readers readily believed.

This docrorine that the State incovporates and
cnibodies all the attributes of and the entire waill of God
has not been omitted on the Curriculum of German cduca-
tron., States E-nst Hambloch, "It hus been instilled into

theim Tor prencvations that submission to the Powers that le

Ao the highest duty of the individual." (Germany Ramnpant,

e 58.)
The Stat, in other words, is the keeper of tne

proplets conscience. This means of necessity that the

——CE T A SRR T R T
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people takez ro direct part--as is the case in democracye==-
in governing., It's let't entirely to the State.

Even ithough Germany is presently based on a democ-
ratic governnent, it 1s wrong to look upon it as a real
democfacy. The average German .-takes, little interest in
such form of governing. Of course he does vote at
spécified tires; this because he is told to do sc¢. How-
ever, his heart is not really in it. What GeYmany has
today is more of a bureaucratic democracy. And of course,
as long as the average German finds sufficient food on the
table, has a reasonably secure job, is able to save some
money for his annual vacation; as long as things are
mcoing well, he is in no hurry to throw off this form of
democracy.

But comes a time of crisise-~and in German history
there have been many--will democracy withstand the acid
test? Will the people who have embraced what many German
observers call the American import again reject it and
embrace something more familiar, more exciting, morecor-
responding to their character--a nevw strong man, a power-
ful FUhrer? Time of course will tell!

The philosopher who more than anyone clse stressed
the importance of the State as the guardian of the
people'!s conscience was Hegel. According to him, "The

state says: I do not care what you think, but you must
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obiey," (Ralf Dahrendorf, Society and Democracy in

Gernanyv, p. 202,) Further, "The state has rights against

the individual; its mombers have obligations, among them

that ot obeving without protest.," (_,bicl.)

:; © "Obeying without protest!"™ That would be fine if
;t were aﬁ ideal and just State. But wi;h human govern-
ment, that is hardly likely. And with German leadcers and
dictatbrs, it has often been tragic.

Butv perhaps we should leave the past behind us and
concenitrate on the future. Perhaps there is now~-since
the end ot the Second World War, a genuine change in the
mentality ot the average German towards obedience and sub-
mission to the Statc¢, their belief in a "Divine Mission,"
and their lack of interest in demoucracy. Let us see
whe ther they have lost their aggressive inclination. Let
us sce, in short, whether their character has really

chonged since L945.
We have recad the contemporary evidence from history
which showed us that at least up to 1945 the German
character had not changed essentially. DBut what about
post World War IIL? Perhaps it has changed since that
tine?
If it has, good and well. If not, wo must remenber

that characterisiics are an infallible guide 1o future

actions. In other words, if their characier has secn no

i esrential change, ithen the dark chaptlers in German hisiory
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yew, even the darkest chapter in all of historye-the Third
Reich--will bLe repeated again, sooner or later.

Karl Jaspers, Germany's foremost philosopher,

br@ngs out in his book, The Question of German Guilt, that

the Germans haven't really changed since the end of World
war II.

Of coursze they haven't.

Germans still believe in authoritarianisy--
government from the top down rather than government by the
people. According to a recent poll (Divo-Poll as quoted
in Der Spicecel series on "Nationalism in Germany," No. 21,
1967) fifty-four per cent of those asked preferred to have
a strong man at the helm of government., Of those asked,
forty=four per cent were also for more ”discigiine and
order” in today'!s youth,

About another trait Germans have always exhibited

Der Spiercel states, "Unquestionable obedience and heroism

on the battleilield is admired more than a believing
Christian admires the martyrs of his church." (No. 19,
1967, p. 106.)

There 18 certainly nothing wrong with thes2
character traits. The tragic thing is that all too often
strong lcaders exploit fthese positive points to their own
selfish benefits.,

The good traits Germans have had in the past are

T O N EE RS IE
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511l with then: Joyalty towards their leaders,
cuployors; respect for law-enforeing agencies; obedience
to law itsclf; ﬂhl;iﬁy tor organisntion; capacity ior
industry; hospitality,'ofderlincss, etc,.
So one, will claim that Germans have loust these
positive traits. ' :
And thie negative ones? Has there been a marked
change in their tolcrance towards thc lives, beliels and
L]
avtitudes of others? Are they still forceful and aggres-
ive? Do they still eahibit a spiris of pride, a (eeling
i’ superiority? Do they no longer lack human warmth and
a desire to sce others prosper?
flas nationulism been crushed out of millions of
Gormans once~aud for all? Kurt P. Tauber, in his two

volume work, NReyoend Eaprle and Swastika, sums up by

stating, "We have traced the political failure of the
extreme Right as an independent, organizcd contributor to -
political decision-making in postwar Germany, but we have
also recorded the vitality and spread of nationalist
thought, idenls, and ideology. We have analysed the
myviriad difficulties and disappointments of postwar

nationalism, but we strongly doubt that we have written

its epitooh." {v. 1, p. 986.)

IC woe answer the above questions i the alfir-

mative, we must also show evidence f{or reaching suah o
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conuluaion._ My constant travels to Germany and my per-
sona. asnodiution with these peoplce have revealed little
ir any cevidence chat.Germans have rcally changed, even
though a tempprary facade hides some of the evidence.

Will Cermans again rise to illusionary heipghts ol
crandeur? Not as long as one thing 1s lacking: a strong,
authoritarian leader. Once he appcars, the characteris-
tics Germans have always possessed will again be obvious

to all.
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